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Agenda

5 Aid Education Affordability 101

= Creating Studentaid.gov accounts

= Dependent vs. Independent students
= Who is the contributor(s)

= Making corrections

= Appeals

= Changes to the 2027-2028 FAFSA

= FAFSA walk through



F“ M E Studentaid.gov Account Basics

21 Aid Education Affordability 101

StudentAid.gov Accounts (a.k.a. FSA ID)
= First step in the FAFSA filing process.

= Accounts are created at StudentAid.gov.

= When an account is created, individuals set up a username
and password.

= An accountis required to access the FAFSA and all Federal
Student Aid processes and serves as legal signature.

Q




Studentaid.gov Account
21 Aid Education Affordability 101 Cre atio n

Creating a StudentAid.gov Account

= When creating an account, individuals provide identifying
information including their Social Security number (SSN).

 Name, date of birth, and SSN are matched against Social Security
Administration data to verify the individual’s identity.

* New as of 8/4/25: the SSA match will be in real time!
 |f the information doesn’t match, individuals can correct it immediately.

= |Individuals need a unique email address that can be accessed when
creating account as it must be verified.

« Students should not use their high school email address. Instead, create
and use personal email address.

= |deally, individuals will provide their mobile phone number.
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Two-Step Verification is
required to complete the
account creation process
through one of the
following:

= One time password
generated from
authenticator app

= SMS (text) senttoa
verified mobile phone

= Email sent to a verified
email address

Two-Step Verification

Federal Student Aid

Two-Step Verification

L/_d_; huthenticator App iMost Securs)

0] sMs Versication

E Ermail Verification




Who Needs an Account?
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Who Needs a StudentAid.gov Account?

= Every contributor must have their own StudentAid.gov
account.

= A contributor is anyone providing information on the FAFSA who

IS required to provide consent by clicking “approve” (which allows
IRS to disclose their federal tax information (FTI), and the FSA to use
their FTl and redisclose their FTI to schools and organizations).

= The student is always a contributor.

= Other possible contributors include the parent, the parent’s
spouse, and student’s spouse.



Determining Dependency Status



A student is independent if
they meet any of the
following criteria:

= 24 orolder by December
31 of the award year;

= graduate or professional
student;

= currently married;
OR

= if they can check yes to
any of these questions

Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Student Personal Circumstances
Select all thar apply.

| | The student is currently serving on active duty in the US. armed forces for purposes other tha
training.

| | The student is a veteran of the U.S. armed forces.

YES
(checkmarks
) for any of
these makes
the student
independent.

| | The student has children or other people (excluding their spouse) wha live with them and receive
more than half of their support from the student now and between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025.

| | At any time since the student turned 13, they were an orphan (no living biological or adoptive parent).

|| At any time since the student turned 13, they were a ward of the court

| | At any time since the student turned 13, they were in foster care.

| The student is or was a legally emancipated minor, as determined by a court in their state of
residence.

| The student is or was in a legal guardianship with someone other than their parent or stepparent, as
determined by a court in their state of residence.

| None of these apply.
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Documentation
required; letter
from student

plus at least one
3 party

Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials

letter/document

Student Unusual Circumstances

This information will help us evaluate the student's ability to pay for school.

Do unusual circumstances prevent the student from contacting their parents or would contacting
their parents pose a risk to the student?

A student may be experiencing unusual circumstances if they

e left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;

+ are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;

s have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced
in a foreign country;

e are a victim of human trafficking;

s are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated and contact with the parents would pose a
risk to the student; or

s are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

If the student’s circumstances resulted in not having a safe and stable place to live, they may be
considered a homeless youth and should review the answer to the previous question about being
unaccompanied and homeless.

() Yes HON(}

Unusual Circumstance

(a.k.a. Dependency Override)

If yes:

Student is Provisionally
Independent (can finish the FAFSA
without parent info)

Student will need to follow up with
the financial aid office to document
their status

If the school approves their unusual
circumstances, the student’s
independent status will carry over to
the next year as long as they remain
at the same institution and their
circumstances remain unchanged.



Unusual Circumstance
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What does NOT constitute an unusual circumstance:
= Parents refusing to contribute to student’s education
= Parents unwilling to provide info on FAFSA/verification
= Parents not claiming the student as a dependent for tax purposes
= Student demonstrating self-sufficiency



Who Should be a Contributor?



Determining Contributors

Determining Parent Contributors

= |f parents are married and filed a 2024 joint tax
return, information for both parents will be required L 4
but only one parent will need an account.

= |f parents are married and filed 2024 taxes
separately, or if parents live together but aren’t
married, information for both parents will be required
and both parents will need their own accounts.




Determining Contributors
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= |f parents are divorced, separated, or never married and don’t
live in the same household, the parent who provides the most
financial support will be required to provide information on the
FAFSA and will need an account.

= |f that parent is remarried on the day the FAFSA is filed,
Information for their spouse will also be required and their
spouse will need their own account unless they filed a 2024

joint tax return.

* Same logic married independent students*



Making Corrections
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Corrections
= Students can add additional schools (up to 20)
= Corrections vs. Updates

« Students/parents should only make corrections to the FAFSA, not
updates.

« Updates need to be communicated to the school and the school will
decide whether to update the FAFSA based on their special
circumstances (more on this later).



Making Corrections
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My Activity > FAFSA Application

2026-27 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®): Form Det

@ Processed Actions :

Add or Remove Schools

FAFSA® Information

Edit Contributor Information

Student Data Release Number (DRN) Submission Number

" g, Make Corrections
aa Raya A. Tran 1234 01

View FAFSA Submission Summary

Started on Expires on
Mar 5, 2026 Jun 30, 2026

Status Tracker

FAFSA® Form Started ©

Started on Feb 23, 2026

FAFSA® Form Submitted More Resources

Submitted on Feb 28, 2026

©

Understand Financial Aid
FAFSA® Form Processed @

Processed on Mar 5, 2026
FAFSA Landing Page

Congratulations! Your FAFSA® form has been processed successfully! We
recommend downloading a copv of vour comnpleted application to keep for vour Information on Federal Pell Grant Program



Special Circumstances (Appeals)
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Special Circumstances (Appeals)

= |fthe FAFSA is no longer reflective of student/parent situation OR if
there are non-discretionary financial challenges, students/parents
should contact the financial aid office to discuss.

* Loss of income/unemployment

* Divorce or separation

* Unusual medical expenses

« Multiple students attending college

= |f adjustments to the FAFSA are needed, the school will make them.



Changes to the 2027-28 FAFSA



Planned Improvements

= Pre-populated data
= Multi-child application support
= Simplified language

= |Improved tax data integration

Public comment is open until April 14, 2026

https://www.federalreqister.gov/documents/2026/02/13/2026-
02905/agency-information-collection-activities-comment-request-2027-
2028-free-application-for-federal
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Questions?



Student Identity Information

FAFSAW S = student Kevin Morales @ Save | FAFSAMenu 1]

Student Identity Information
Review the information below and verify that it's correct before moving forward.

Mames
Kevin R Morales

Date of Birth
02/15/2006

Sacial Securty Nurrber
weran-B158

Emaill Address
Kevin@test.com

Matile Phane Number
(555) 557-6119

To update this information for all [5. Departmend of Education communications, go te Account Seitings.
Parmanent Mailing Address

Trecluide apariment number,
922 Longfellow St NW

City

Baltimore

MD

Zip Code
21570

Country @
United States (US) o

Make sure your personal information is correct. To make any changes, access your account settings
in your StudentAid.gov account.



Student Personal
Circumstances
FAFSA ™  zoimsone R,

—0— ©o © L5 ] o
Persanal Dermographics Financiats Contributor Invite Sigrature
Clrosmstances
Student Personal Circumstances
Seiect all that apply or “None of these appiy.™

] The student is currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than
training

| The student is a veteran of the U.S. armed forces.

The student has children or other people (excluding their spouse) who live with them and
recelve more than half of their support from the student now and between July 1. 2026, and
June 30, 2027

| At any time since the student turned 13, they were an orphan (no living biological or adoptive =
parent) @

At any time since the student turned 13, they were a ward of the court.
| At any time since the student turned 13, they were in foster care. o

| The student is or was a legally emancipated minor, as determined by a court in their state of
residence.

| The student is or was in a legal guardianship with someone other than their parent or
stepparent, as determined by a court In their state of residence.

" | None of these apply.

Pravious

Review the list of personal circumstances and select all that apply to you. If none apply to you, select
“None of these apply.™



Unusual Circumstances
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Feclerml

Do any of the following sy
apply to you?

Your parents are incarcerated.

You have left home due to an abusive family environment.
You are a victim of human trafficking.

You have been granted refugee or asylee status.

You were abandoned by or estranged from your parents
and have not been adopted.

ecCcQo0O0O

Then answer “yas” to the “Do unusual circumstances prevent the student
from contacting thair parents or would contacting their parents pose a risk
to the student?” guestion on the FAFSA® form.

¥ou will be able to skip questions about your parents on the FAFSA form e
and submit it without a parent signature. After submitting, contact the

financial aid office at the college or career/trade school you plan to attend

to find out what supporting documentation youll need to submit directly to /
the school.

If you have unusual circumstances that prevent yo @n 'om contacting your parents or obtaining their
information, you will be able to submit your FAFSA™ form without parent information and their
signature.



Dependency Status
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7] 2\, R — S —_

—0— 0 o o o o

Fersanal Demographics Financlals Cofieges Contributor kvite Sipnatura

Clreumstances

Your Dependency Status

Dependent Student

Based on your answers, you're a dependent student. This means you must provide
parent infarmation on your FAFSA® form. This information helps determine how
mich federal student aid you're eligible to receive

Direct Unsubsidized Loan Only
Are the student's parents refusing to provide their information on this FAFSA® form? (@

This response must be “No~ for the student (o be considered for Federal Pell Grant m'r'_j,;r'?l.'l.'.*l,' i Fricst
other types of federal student aid.

) Yes ® Mo

- |

The FAFSA® form will inform you of your dependency status (as determined by law) for federal
student aid purposes.



Parent Education

FAFSA“‘ o Z Student Kevin Morales B Sove | FAFSA Menu [ § ]

© 2 L 0 o o
Perzana Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Irvite Sigrature
Clrcumst e
Parent Education Status

Did either of the student’s parents attend college or complete college? @

) Meither parent attended college

~— One or both parents attended college, but
neither parent completed college

(' One or both parents completed college

_

Select the option that best describes your parent’s or parents’ education status.



Student’s High School
Aid Education Affordability 101 Info rmatio n

FAFSAI o X Student Kevin Morales ® Sove | FAFSAMenw (1]

© O o o L5 ] L6 ]

Persona Demagraphics Firancials Cofteges Contributor mvite Signature
I iaf

Student High School Information
From what high school did or will the student graduate? ©

Hate

Maryland (MD) o
City

Baltimore =3
High School Mame

Doris M. Johnson High o

@ Deris M. Johnson High
Baltimore, Maryland (MD)

Q Search Again

Previous Cantinue

Enter your high school’s city and state to find your school.



F“ M E Student Tax Information
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FAFSAt e 2 Shudent Rewin Moales S FAPSA e [

T e T e

o b

Student 2024 Tax Return Information

HReder o the student's 3324 tax retarn (o answer the following questions

I the answer b nern or she uestion dors mof app(y, mter

B Wivere 1o find Sy, informssion on B b form
Filing Status

Single

Fad of hossahald
Married fling jointly
Marrind fling soparately

Qualilying narviving 1ense

Income Earned From Wor

Report information about your 2024 tax return. If your answer is zero, enter the numeral 0.



E shdent Kevin Morales B Save

—O— O —0—0 o L6 ]

By SO Demographics Financlals Colleges Conribator invite =gnature

Student Assets
Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

Dom't include stwdent aid, retirement aocournts, or (Mvestmenis

5 m'

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

Dom't tcleede the home the stiedent lives . Net worth i the valie of the investments minis any debis

owed against them

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms

Enter the net worth of the student’s businesses and income-producing forms. Net v
the businesses and farms minus any debes owed amily
rime employees, farms where the family resides, or a commercial fishing business and

rif is the value of
isiness with 100

gains Don't include

related expenses

| ® |©

— =z

Enter information about your assets. If your answer is zero, enter 0.

FAFSAMeny [ |

Student Assets



FAFSA ™ zounm —

o o © L4 ] ©
Federal Benefits Recelved

Responses Won't Reduce Federal Student Ald Eligitdlity

Answering these quﬂrln:ml. won't reduce your eligibility for federal student ald or these
PrOErams.

At any time during 2024 or 2025, did the student or anyone in their family receive benefits
from any of the following federal programs? (0

Family inclides the stident's spouse. childrer, and other dependents. Select ail that apply or ~None of
theae apply,”
| Esmed lncome Coedit (EIC) .
Federal Housing Assistance ®
Free or Reduced Price School Lunch

Federal Benefits

FAFSAMen: | ]

Select any options that apply if you or anyone in your family received federal benefits.
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FAFSA

= Shucent Bl Jomes B S

IrcurmalanC e W riographic Financlah

i T T e

Annual Child Support Received

Enter the tenal ammunt of child support the student roceived for the last complete colendar year

3 D0 |

Student Assets
Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

D't mclude student aid, refirement gocounis, or invesimenis
5 o | (@

Current Net Worth of Investments. Including Real Estate

'l Enclude the howre the stisdent [ives i Ner worrh B rhe valise of the invvesiments mins any dedis
gainsd them,

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms

Enter the ner worth of the students businesses

raLs, Mot warth i the vadue af

the bustnesses and farm ly basiness wii

mployees, forms where the family resides, or a commercial fishing business and

reluted exprase

1 o0 | a

oniini

FAFSA Manu |

Child Support

Report your and your spouse’s combined assets (if you're married) and the amount of child support

received (if applicable).



F“ M E College or Career Schools
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FAFSAE" e = Student Kevin Morales B Sove | FAFSAMenu [1]

Ferancial Colleges Contributor imvite Sigrature

Perzarna Dernogs

Where should we send the FAFSA® information?
Add at least one college or career school now.

You can add or remove schools before and after submitting your form.
You can add up to 20 schools. List any schools you're considering, even if vou're not certain you'll apply

to thern. Fingd tips for searching for colleges or career schools

m O out of 20 schools selected View Selected Schools

Search by State Enter School Code

State
Cali o

School Name

Previois Continue

Search for the colleges, career schools, and trade schools that you would like to receive your
EAFSA™ information.
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Search Results 1to 5 of 29

Paul Mitchell the School -
San Diego
San Diego. Calfornia (CA)

Fedsral School Code (¥ Select)
E02116 o

:.Iar::‘ o t"Ego R Pl haa Sk (# Select)
GOGITE b -
San Diego. California (CA) aocE

Franciscan School of )

Federal School Code r 1
Thealogy T .
. 611792 S
San Diego. California (CA)
?an Diego State University Federal School Code T
San Diego. California (CA) 001151
Concorde Career Institute Federal School Code g

ected

San Diego, California (CA) Q07930

Q, Search and Select More Schools
< Previous e 2 E} MNext *

Select the correct school(s) from the search results. You can send your FAFSA® information to a
maximum of 20 schools.



Parent Invite
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" Form F
E Student Kevin Morales @ Save  FAFSAMenu | 1 |

Personal Demaographics Financials Colleges Contributor nvite Signatura

lrwite ‘four Parent to This FAFSA® Form

To determine your federal student aid eligibility, we need more information on your household
financial situation. You'll need to invite a contributor to provide this information.

As a dependent student, you need (o (nvire a legal parent as a contributor, You only nead o invite one
pearent.

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

-2 Paent

Invite a Parent Contributor

1 Send invite

P:Em

To invite your parent to your FAFSA® form, enter their email address and select “Send Invite.”



E Student Kevin Morales

© sl p———
Contributor imvite Signature

© ©
na Demographics Finenclals Colleges
Parent Contributor

Once your parent accepts the invitation, they can complete the parent section of this FAFSA
form.
They may be asked fo invite their spouse as a contributor too. You can check the statfius of contributor

invitarions from the =My Activity” page.

&% Parent

kevinsmom@test.com
& iwite Seat

Other Woys to Send the Invite .~

Copy and Send the Invite Link (0
wwew fatsa gov/invite/ TBHGAW3 [ Copy Link
harve them go o wwew fatsa gov/ imite and enter code

TBKGAW3

You can s

Cance| livite

@ Save

Parent Contributor

FAFSA Menu [ 1]

After you enter your parent’s email address, they will receive an email invitation to participate on
your FAFSA® form. You'll also be provided with an invite link and invite code that you can share

Pravious

with them in case they lose or can’t access their invitation email



Sign Your Form
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L
FAFSA - B St vt Moriles: B S FAFSA Monu [1]

Continue To Sign Your Form %
Hero's & wenmary of the informabion you provided on e FAFSA” @_‘ |':|
form. Confwne once you'e ieady 10 submit W ®

Scroll To Continue

Alter reviewing your answers, soroll (o the batlam of the page and sslect
“Consisue.” Then, sign your section of the FAFSA form.

Studant Sections Eapand &1

I;'.eml:nlaif.‘icmwhmu
Mriﬂta

© rancion

Coleges

Make sure to review all the responses that you provided on your FAFSA® form. To edit a response,
select the question’s hyperlink to be taken to the corresponding page.



F“ M E Review Contributor Information
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Contributor Section
This Section is Shared with 1 Contributor(s) (@ Manage Contributor Information
Contributor(s) Role Invite Code Status
=5 kevinsmom@testoom Parent THRGAW B lovite Sent

Review the “Contributor Section” to see the status of your contributor invite.



Terms and Conditions
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the instiutions idenofied hereln are located ), and designated scholarship organizations (o assist
with the application, award, and administration of federal, state, or instilutional financial aid
programs and designated scholarship programs. Notwithstanding this authorization, the name of an
institution that you select to authorize such disclosure shall not be shared with any other instinotion.

You must sign your FAFSA® form now and then your contributor can submit your form when
complete.

I, Kevin Marales, agree to the terms outlined above
_ (Sl

Review the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and then sign your form.



Pending Contributor Submission

LS
FA_FSA i & Stuent Kevio Morales B See  FAFSAMes [1]

<
0

Pending Submission

r . Check With Your Contributor ‘.' -
.y ‘
", Parent Contributors

Requirements for Dependent Students
Your FAFSA® form cant be submimed untill your contribuaseris) fill ous their
secthaon formm and i, The last comributor 1o sign will be able 10
submit the form for processing.

Contriiubor(s) Fitle It Cioe St

&% evinsmoirtest oo TRGAWT B it S

& Manage imvestions.

Here's What You Can Do Next

If you have a contributor (such as a parent or spouse) who is required to participate on your
FAFSA™ form, then your form can’t be submitted until they fill out their sections and provide their
signature.



Pending Contributor Submission

LS
FA_FSA i & Stuent Kevio Morales B See  FAFSAMes [1]

<
0

Pending Submission

r . Check With Your Contributor ‘.' -
.y ‘
", Parent Contributors

Requirements for Dependent Students
Your FAFSA® form cant be submimed untill your contribuaseris) fill ous their
secthaon formm and i, The last comributor 1o sign will be able 10
submit the form for processing.

Contriiubor(s) Fitle It Cioe St

&% evinsmoirtest oo TRGAWT B it S

& Manage imvestions.

Here's What You Can Do Next

If you have a contributor (such as a parent or spouse) who is required to participate on your
FAFSA™ form, then your form can’t be submitted until they fill out their sections and provide their
signature.



i Aid Education Affordability 101

Questions?
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Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at
FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us: Contact Us:

o @ o Education@FAMEmaine.com
PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734

TTY: 207-626-2717
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