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Today’s Agenda

Federal and State Grant Funding

College Specific Programs

Scholarship Programs

Other Funding Sources



Pell Grant MAX - $7385  (SAI of 0 to -1500)
Maine State Grant - $2500 (SAI of 10,000* or less 
and filing the FAFSA by May 1st)

 A student with an SAI of 4,895 will have tuition, books 
and fees covered at a Maine Community College

 A student with an SAI of ZERO or less will have a large 
portion of their tuition and fees covered 

Federal and State Grant Funding

Maine Community Colleges
$5000 Tuition, Books and Fees

UMaine System Schools
$10,000 -$15,00 Tuition and Fees

*Maine State Grant cut off SAI changes from year to year based on funding 
but has been at 10,000 for the last two years. 

*55% represents the percentage of seniors in the class of 2025 that had SAIs 
of 5,000 ad below, the nearest cutoff to an SAI of 4895 available. 

$9,895

55%*

50%



Federal and State Grant Funding



College Specific Programs in Maine



University of Presque Isle



University of Maine Augusta

Through this tuition guarantee program, qualified and eligible entering in-state, full-time first-year 
students will not pay any out-of-pocket expenses for tuition (regular UMA tuition) and mandatory fees. 

This program is also available to transfer in-state full-time Pell eligible students who have earned at least 
30 transferable credits and are new to the University of Maine System.

Who is eligible to participate in the Pine Tree State Pledge?
 Awarded to new and transfer in-state full-time Pell recipients who have tuition and fees that are not 

covered by other grant aid.
 Eligibility covers 12 consecutive semesters.
 Must successfully complete a minimum of 24 UMA credits each aid year and maintain a minimum 

cumulative 2.5 GPA. Eligibility will be reviewed at the end of each semester.
 This pledge does not cover room and board or additional items required by the programs, such as 

differential tuition, program fees, flight time, or other special fees and equipment.
 A completed FAFSA with Pell Eligibility indicated



Who IS Eligible
 Promise Scholarship guarantees that all 

first-time, full-time, Pell Grant-eligible 
Maine residents receive sufficient 
grant and/or scholarship funding to 
cover 30 credits per year of tuition and 
standard fees

UMaine at Machias
University of Maine at Fort Kent

To be eligible for Downeast Promise 
funding, a student must:

• First-time, full-time student 
admitted for the Fall term

• Pursuing their first degree
• submit the FAFSA annually by May 

1st of the appropriate year
• Be Pell Grant Eligible
• Maine Resident

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


 The Cyr Opportunity Scholarship will provide 
students who have earned a 3.0 GPA in high 
school, have a family AGI of $80,000 or less 
and who live in Penobscot County a tuition-
free offer to attend Husson via a combination 
of federal, state and institutional aid.

Husson University



The Monk’s Lantern Initiative, a free tuition 
program designed to make a values-based, transformative 
education accessible to qualifying Maine residents. 

The Monk’s Lantern Initiative is designed to eliminate a 
significant financial barrier to higher education by covering 
the full cost of tuition for up to four years of undergraduate 
study. The program targets students with a family income of 
$100,000 or less, who demonstrate strong academic 
achievement with a minimum high school GPA of 3.4. To be 
eligible, students must also be Maine residents for at least 
one year and live on campus throughout their enrollment at 
Saint Joseph’s College of Maine.

St. Joseph’s College of Maine



Colby College



Stackable Workforce Training

The Harold Alfond Center for the 
Advancement of Maine’s Workforce 
coordinates all short-term workforce 

training programs for Maine’s 
community colleges, working closely 
with business and industry leaders 
statewide.  Launched in 2021, the 
Alfond Center served over 28,000 

Mainers in thirty months.  The Center 
will train an additional 70,505 Mainers 

by 2030, significantly impacting Maine’s 
workforce and economy through 

strategic private and public 
partnerships.

Maine Community Colleges



Stackable Workforce Training

Maine Community Colleges

https://www.mccs.me.edu/wp-content/uploads/MCCS-Workforce-Training-Programs-1.pdf



Scholarship Programs



Worthington Scholarship

Scholarship Programs

The Worthington Scholarship Foundation awards scholarships to graduates of partnered Maine public 
high schools who will be attending a participating Maine college or university. Our scholarship is 

based upon need and merit while generally ensuring representation from a broad cross-section of 
partner high schools and considering academic interests and life experiences as described in essays. 
Scholarship amounts can be up to $20,000. Scholars attending a four-year college will receive up to 

$2,500 per semester. Scholars attending a community college will receive up to $1,500 per semester, 
with the option to transfer to a four-year institution.

Maine resident and 
graduating senior at 

participating high 
school

GPA requirement of C- or 
higher for Community 

College and B- or higher 
for four-year Colleges

SAI at or below 
30,000

https://worthingtonscholars.org/



Scholarship Programs

https://www.mainecf.org/find-a-scholarship/



Scholarship Programs

 FAMEmaine.com/Scholarships



Other Funding Programs

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/f/funding.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Eastern Maine Development Corp.
EMDC
Counties: Penobscot, Piscataquis, Hancock, Washington, 
Kennebec, Androscoggin, Somerset, Franklin, Aroostook 
and Oxford Counties
Workforce@emdc.org
(207) 991-0147

YOUTH WORKFORCE SERVICES
 EMDC offers paid mentorships and training to people ages 16-24, 

providing individualized support while they build the skills 
necessary to thrive in the workforce environment. Participants 
receive hands-on experience in a work setting and one-on-one 
career counseling — all while earning a paycheck.

• Earn a paycheck while you learn

• Explore careers with employers who are hiring in your area 
(including healthcare, information technology, and skilled labor)

• Work at a local business while mentored by EMDC and the 
employer

• Job coaching, resume building, leadership development, supportive 
services, and more

Other Funding

Workforce Solutions
Counties: York, Cumberland, Sagadahok, Lincoln, Knox, 
Waldo 
Intake@WorkforceSolutionsME.org
(207) 930-7047

Penobscot, Piscataquis, Hancock, Washington, Kennebec, Androscoggin, Somerset, Franklin, Aroostook and Oxford Counties 



 Competitive Skills Scholarship Program (Maine Career Centers)

Other Funding

CSSP provides funding and support services for eligible Maine residents to pursue two and four-year 
degree programs or employer recognized credentials leading to high-wage, in-demand jobs in Maine.

Eligibility Requirements
•Be at least 18 years old or have graduated from High School
•Live in Maine
•Seeking a degree or credential for a job in a high wage, in demand occupation
•Do not have a marketable post-secondary degree
•Have household income of less than 200% of the federal poverty level
•Can complete the education or training program

The Competitive Skills Scholarship pays for tuition and fees that are not covered by other sources, 
including federal financial aid. CSSP funding may also assist with other supports while you are in training 
including childcare, transportation, books, supplies, equipment, and remedial and prerequisite training

Eligible applicants can receive up to $10,000 per year for a full-time student or $5,000 per year for a part-
time student each year you remain in your training program.

https://mainecareercenter.gov/cssp.shtml



Other Funding



Others?



Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at
FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us:

Education@FAMEmaine.com
PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734

TTY: 207-626-2717

Contact Us:
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