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FAME Agenda

" Relevant Laws and How to Use Them
" Completing Financial Aid Forms

" Providing Documentation

= Scholarships

= Support Though College Transition



F“M = Accessing Funding

Relevant Law

®" The College Cost Reduction and Access Act 2007

* Enabled unaccompanied homeless youth to be qualified as
Independent Students
o A school district local homeless education liaison;

o A U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development emergency shelter
program director or its designee;

o A Runaway and Homeless Youth Act program director or its designee; or
o A college financial aid administrator



' Accessing Funding
F“M E Relevant Law

= Maine Title 20-A 2019

e Each state postsecondary educational institution may designate a
staff member who is employed within the institution's financial aid
office or another appropriate office or department to serve as the
homeless student liaison.

* Beginning in fiscal year 2020-21, each state postsecondary
educational institution may award a homeless student a grant under
this subsection. The grant award is limited to the amount of the cost
of tuition, less all other financial aid received.



F“M = Accessing Funding

Relevant Law

" The FAFSA Simplification Act 2023
* Expanded classification to:

o unaccompanied and homeless
o unaccompanied, self-supporting, and at risk of becoming homeless

* Additional Implications:
o Homelessness status does not need to be redetermined each year

o Determinations of unaccompanied homeless youth should be made as quickly
as possible

o More entities can verify unaccompanied homeless youth (TRiO)



FAME

Unaccompanied Homeless
Students

Select all that apply.

Did any of the following determine the student was homeless or at risk of becoming homeless?

[] Director or designee of an emergency or transitional shelter, street outreach program, homeless
youth drop-in center, or other program serving those experlencing homelessness

[[] The student’s high school or school district homeless lalson or designee

[ ] Director or designee of a project supported by a federal TRIO or GEAR UP program grant

[[] Financial aid administrator

Mone of these apply.

Prestous

1 v 13 L4 L5
Personal Clrcumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature If any o f these
Student Homelessness individuals can
At any time on or after July 1, 2024, was the studentupaccomnanied and either (1) homele<s or. document the
) X ) i 2 5 . -
(2) sglf-supporting and at.risk.of being homeless? © situation the student
@ Yes O Mo is considered
independent!

Your Dependency Status

Independent Student

Based on your answers, you're an independent student. This means you don't need to
answer questions about your parents to complete your FAFSA” form.




FAME, | .

Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Your Dependency Status

Provisionally Independent or Unaccompanied Homeless Youth
You Can Proceed without Parent Information

Based on your answers, you can submit your application without answering
questions about your parent(s).

To complete the financial aid process, you'll need to contact the financial aid office
at the school you wish to attend.

If you are not in contact with a parent, or contacting a parent would pose a risk to
you, you are considered a provisionally independent student. You will need to speak
with the financial aid office at your school about your circumstances.

If you have indicated that you are unaccompanied and either (1) homeless or (2) self-
supporting and at risk of being homeless, the financial aid office at your school is
required to make a determination of your status based on a written statement from
you or a documented interview with you. Please contact your school's financial aid
office to complete this process.

We won't be able to calculate your Student Aid Index (SAl) until your financial aid
office confirms your circumstances. Until then, we will provide only an estimate of
your federal student aid eligibility as an independent student

Previous

Unaccompanied Homeless
Students

If none of the listed can document the
situation:

Student is Provisionally Independent
(can finish the FAFSA without parent
info).

SAIl will be calculated.

Student will need to follow up with the
financial aid office to document their
status.

If school approves their unusual
circumstances, their independent status
will carry over year to year as long as
they remain at the same institution and
their circumstances remain unchanged.



F“M E Documenting Unaccompanied/

Self-Supporting Homelessness

= Documentation does not need to justify why they are
unaccompanied/homeless, just that they meet the definition.

* “To be considered an unaccompanied homeless youth on the
FAFSA® form, an individual must be a youth who is (1)
unaccompanied and homeless or (2) unaccompanied, self-
supporting, and at risk of being homeless.”

= Applicants who had their 2023-24 FAFSA going forward, processed as
an independent student due to a homeless youth determination are
eligible to have their status carried forward if their circumstances
remain unchanged and they are enrolled at the same institution

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2015-07-29/unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations
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F“M = Living Independently

Students under 24 living independently & financially supporting themselves are generally NOT
considered independent for financial aid purposes.

= Parent info required if they don’t meet other independent criteria or qualify for a
dependency override

= Students may feel stuck because they think they can do it on their own and can’t/won’t
get parent info —o0— © e o o

Personal | Circums tances Demographics Financial Is Colleges Signature

Student Unusual Circumstances

This information will help us evaluate the student's ability to pay for school.

If you have info or reason to believe the student is living
. Do .unusual circumsta.nces prevent the ?student from contacting their parents or would contacting
independently due to estrangement, abuse, neglect, or thefrpaents pose sk o the studert

A student may be experiencing unusual circumstances if they
o left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;

etc. encourage them to answer “yes” to the Unusual - s ahandoned by or sz o ol et

e have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced
in a foreign country;

Circumstances Question or reach out to the Financial Aid . atfting

e are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated and contact with the parents would pose a
risk to the student; or

Offi Ce fo r d e p e n d e n Cy a p p e a | . « are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

If the student’s circumstances resulted in not having a safe and stable place to live, they may be
considered a homeless youth and should review the answer to the previous guestion about being
unaccompanied and homeless.

O Yes HONG




L @ © 4 © -
Personal Circumstances Dem-:;jhics Financials Colleges Signature U n u S u a I CI rc u m Sta n ces

Student Unusual Circumstances (a.k.a. Dependency Override)

This information will help us evaluate the student’s ability to pay for school

If yes:

Do unusual circumstances prevent the student from contacting their parents or would

contacting their parents pose a risk to the student? @ ¢ StUdent IS PrOV|S|onaIIy Independent
A student may be experiencing unusual circumstances if they (Can f|n|5h the FAFSA W|thOUt pa rent

» left home due to an abusive or threatening environment; Inf 0)
» are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;
= have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced .
inaforeigncﬁunfr};; o SAI Wlll be CaICUIated.
» are avictim of human trafficking: . .
» are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated and contact with the parents would pose a ¢ StUdent Wi " n EEd to fOI I oOw u p Wlth th e

risk to the student; or
» are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

financial aid office to document their

If the student's circumstances resulted in not having a safe and stable place to live, they may be status
considered a homeless youth and should review the answer to the previous question about being .
unaccompanied and homeless. * If school approves their unusual

‘ circumstances, their independent status
@ Yes () No

will carry over year/year as they remain
at the same institution and their

; m circumstances remain unchanged
revious

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/application-and-verification-guide/ch5-special-cases
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' Unusual Circumstances
FAME

DOCUMENATION may include (but is not limited to) the following:

A documented interview between the student and the financial aid administrator;

A court order or official Federal or State documentation that the student or student’s parents or legal guardians are incarcerated;

A documented phone call or written statement, which confirms the unusual circumstances with:

e 3 state, county or Tribal welfare agency;
e an independent living case worker who supports current and former foster youth with the transition to adulthood;
* a public or private agency, facility, or program servicing the victims of abuse, neglect, assault, or violence

A documented phone call or written statement from an attorney, guardian ad litem, a court-appointed special advocate (or similar), or a
representative of a TRIO or GEAR UP program which confirms the circumstances and the person’s relationship to the student;

A documented determination of independence made by a financial aid administrator at another institution in the same or a prior award year;
or

Utility bills, health insurance, or other documents that demonstrate a separation from parents or legal guardians.

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/application-and-verification-guide/ch5-special-cases
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Foster Care on the FAFSA

FAME

4 24 o 0 YES
Personal Cicumstances Lemograghics Fimanoals Collegas (checkmarks)
Student Personal Circumstances on any of

Select all thar apphy. these make

the student
= Foster Care, Wa rd Of COUFt or Ol’phan at |:| The student is currently serving on active duty in the IS, armed forces for purpose independent.
. . . training,
anytime since turning 13
* Requests will vary by school [] The student is a veteran of the US. armed forces.

= Emancipated Minor or Legal Guardianship T etve more thon hal o il mers o the Eteon e e between oy 1205, and

« Court documents from granting state B

=

[] At any time since the student turned 13, they were an orphan (no living biological or adoptive
parent),

[] Atanytime since the student turned 13, they were a ward of the court

[ Atanytime since the student turned 13, they were in foster care.

=

D The student is or was a legally emancipated minar, as determined by a court in their state of
residence.

[[] The student is or was in a legal guardianship with someone other than their parent or
stepparent, as determined by a court in their state of residence.

=




F“M = Scholarships for Foster Youth

= Douglas C. LaBrecque Scholarship (Maine Community Foundation)

* This scholarship provides renewable support to students who have been in
the foster care system in the state of Maine, and who are pursuing an
education at a Maine college, university, trade school or other post-
secondary program.

" Foster Care to Success fc2success.org
= Foster Love Scholarships fosterlove.com

e Academic financial help

* Also supporting the personal, emotional, and social well-being of our
scholars.

= Maine Tuition Waiver for Foster Care FAMEMaine.com



F“M = Scholarships for Homeless Youth

» SchoolHouse Connection - schoolhouseconnection.org

= National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and
Youth - naehcy.org

" Heratio Alger Association — horatioalger.org



F“M E Support Through College Transition

High School

= Assist students with scholarship applications and financial aid forms

= Refer students to support services on their campuses
e Soft hand off to Student Support Services contact
* TRIO

" Help student to make connections to community resources in their
new community

" Help by connecting the student with a mentor that can follow them
from high school to college (JMG)



F“M = Support Through College Transition
College

= Establish coordination between financial id offices, student support
services and campus housing

= Have/provide information about community resources for students,
such as food and clothing banks, and low-cost healthcare providers

" |ncrease awareness of resources to faculty and staff so they can
also refer students who might share their situation

= Establish food and clothing banks on campus
®" Plan housing for times when dorms close



F“M E Questions?

Finance Authority of Maine Jessica Whittier
5 Community Drive Education Affordability and Financial Wellness Counselor
P.O. Box 949 jwhittier@ FAMEmaine.com

Augusta, ME 04332

207-623-3263
800-228-3734
TTY 207-626-2717

business@FAMEmaine.com
education@FAMEmaine.com
FAMEmaine.com

The Finance Authority of Maine (FAME) does not discriminate in the administration of any of its programs or in its employment practices on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, gender,
religion, physical or mental disability, political affiliation, marital status or sexual orientation. FAME is an equal opportunity employer, provider and lender.
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