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Competitive Skills Scholarship 
Program
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https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ofi/programs-services 

Maine Programs
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Tuition Assistance May include:
• Tuition Assistance
• Textbook Costs
• Required Course Tools

Support Services May include:
• Transportation 
• Clothing for interviews and 

employment
• Emergency Services

Programs for:
 Young Mainers (14-24)
 Dislocated workers
 Public Assistance Recipients
 Low-Income Individuals
 Difficulty with math or reading

EMDC Workforce 
Development



Now let’s talk….



It’s sooooo hard. 
How do I do this??? 



Time saver hack!

Scholarship Folder

Scholarship 
Documents Essays Scholarship 

Tracking

Resume

Scholarship Documents

• Transcripts
• Letter of 

Recommendation
• Diploma
• FAFSA Submission 

SummaryScholarship 
Folder



Use Free Searches

https://www.FAMEmaine.com/scholarships 

https://www.famemaine.com/scholarships


Scholarship Tracker 
Worksheet
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• Be sure you are on the scholarship portal, 
not the grant portal

• When logging in, you must add .mainecf to 
the username

• Use a personal email, especially if you are 
an applicant rather than a recommender.

Maine Community Foundation



Maine Community Foundation



Maine Community Foundation





https://HaganScholarships.org 

Two letters of recommendation AND

Personal essay describing the following and
in the following order: 
• his or her interests, extracurricular activities, work 

experience,
• personal and family circumstance, 
• reasons for wanting to attend college and 
• Personal aspirations. 

The essay must be written by applicant in a simple and 
direct manner, on 8 1/2 “X 11” paper, one side only and 
must not exceed 2 pages in length using a single spaced 
12 font typeface. 

Be specific this is your opportunity to tell us about 
yourself and show how well you can write.

Value of the Hagan International Scholarship

1. $2,000 to purchase essential items for college.

2. $15,000/year (and continues in Grad school)

3. Third year 3.5 GPA recipients are eligible for an 
all-expense paid study and travel abroad experience 
worth up to $8,000.

• Opens September 1, 2025. 
• Deadline is December 1, 2025.

https://haganscholarships.org/


It’s Never Too Early …

https://www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth-scholarships 

Open to grades 9-12
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Letters of Recommendation

Graduating High School Seniors Attending a 4-Year College

Graduating High School Seniors Attending a Maine Community College

Opens: October 1st 

Deadline: February 1st 

 Give your recommender 2 weeks 
to get back to you

 Give them a copy of your resume

 Ask them to address it generically 
and save to PDF so you can use 
multiple times

https://clyderussellscholarshipfund.org/ 

https://clyderussellscholarshipfund.org/


When do I apply for 
scholarships?

 Most scholarships 
between January – March

 Scholarship applying is a 
YEAR-ROUND thing

 Legit sites? 

https://www.okcollegestart.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/
Scholarships/Scholarship_Links.aspx 
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iGrad

https://fame.igrad.com/scholarships 
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Essay Help

 Stand out and be personal! 
 Make bullets of things you want to mention, then expand 

on those ideas
 Think about any obstacles, unique skills, or life 

experiences as they relate to the prompt

 Grab your readers attention in the opening paragraph

 Refer to the prompt frequently

 Plan ahead! 
 Give yourself as much time as possible to review and edit
 Be mindful of deadlines 

Essay:  Tell us about yourself (where 
you’re from, how long you have been in the 
US, your educational
background, what you did in your native 
country, and anything else you would like 
us to know about you).

https://SMIscholarships.org 

Deadline: Must be submitted 2 weeks 
before your course starts

https://smischolarships.org/


The $1,000 College JumpStart Love of Learning Scholarship offers you 
time to share an idea or subject that you are passionate about

 
Personal Statement
Please answer ONE of the following questions in 250 words or less.

(1) What is the idea or subject about which you are the most passionate and 
why? -OR-
(2) Write about the topic of your choice

Your personal statement will be judged on its content not your writing style. 
Please focus on the substance of your answer

Deadline: December 31, 2025

Eligibility: 
• Current student (high school 10th-12th or college) OR planning to enter college 

within the next 12 months
• U.S. citizen or legal resident
• Financial need is not considered nor are grades or test scores

Essay Help

 Use your squad:
 tutoring center
 Teachers
 school counselors
 Mentors
 Give yourself some 

buffer time to others to 
review

 Use AI as a STARTING 
POINT ONLY

 Reuse your essays!

https://www.jumpstart-scholarship.net/application-love-of-learning-scholarship 
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Set a Google Alert

How to create an alert

1. Log into your Google account
2. Go to www.google.com/alerts 
3. In the box at the top, enter a topic you want to 

follow. (Maine Scholarships)
4. To change your settings, click Show options. You 

can change:
1. How often you get notifications
2. The types of sites you’ll see
3. Your language
4. The part of the world you want info from
5. How many results you want to see
6. What accounts get the alert

5. Click Create Alert. You’ll get emails whenever we 
find matching search results.

https://careers.jdirving.com/#en/sites/Careers/job/2988?mode=location 
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What’s unique about you?

Google “something that is unique to you” + “Scholarship”

https://lendedu.com/blog/mental-health-scholarships/ 
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https://www.famemaine.com/ 

Search by major

https://www.famemaine.com/


Look everywhere….

Organizations you/your 
family belong to

Professional Organizations

Religious organizations

Former high school

Employer



Employer Scholarship



Don’t give up!

Application period runs from January 1st - April 1st

https://mesfoundation.org/scholarships.html 

• Apply for scholarships every year
• Graduate school scholarships get 

even larger

https://mesfoundation.org/scholarships.html 
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Questions?



Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at
FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us:

Education@FAMEmaine.com
PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734

TTY: 207-626-2717

Contact Us:
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