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 FAFSA Submission Summary (FSS), Making Corrections, and 
Adding Schools

 Verification
 Student Follow Up
 Determining Need and Financial Aid Offers
 Special Circumstances (Appeals)
 FAFSA Portal
 Additional Resources

Today’s Agenda



The FAFSA Has Been 
Submitted!

Only the student has the Student Aid Index (SAI) 
listed on the confirmation page – not the parent

FAFSA is processed in 1-3 days!



The FAFSA Has Been 
Submitted and Processed!

Reviewing Information, Making Correction, 
Adding Schools



Students Should Review 
Information

Students can click on link in email or go directly to 
StudentAid.gov to log in. Once logged in they’ll see 
their “Dashboard.”



FAFSA Submission Summary 
(FSS)



FSS – Eligibility Overview

Eligibility Overview
 Only Federal Pell Grant 

and Federal Direct Loans 
can be estimated (not 
state or school aid)

 Multiple ways to start a 
correction – under 
“Actions” and also on 
this page.

 Good to check out “Visit 
My Aid” periodically!



Student Aid Index (SAI)

This is a continuation of the Eligibility Overview page – this is 
what students will need to share with the Worthington 
Scholarship Foundation or others who need their SAI.



FSS – FAFSA Form Answers
 No federal income tax information that was 

transferred from the IRS is displayed.
 Students can see the Parent Section, if 

applicable.



FSS – School Information

Schools can be added or removed by clicking on “Add or 
Remove Schools under the Action link.



FSS – Next Steps

Next Steps
 For Your Awareness:
 Student specific info
 May include info about Pell 

lifetime limits
 Will include info on the SAI
 May include info on other 

programs and benefits the 
student might be eligible to 
receive.

 Information about tax benefits
 Can also start a correction from this 

page.



Verification



What is Verification?
Verification is simply a review process where schools are required to confirm the accuracy 
of the information on the FAFSA.
How will students know if they’ve been selected for verification?
On the FAFSA Submission Summary, there will be an asterisk (*) next to the SAI and 
information included in the FSS.
Who is responsible for verification?
The school is. Each school will send a notification to the student to let them know what 
documents are needed. Commonly requested forms include Federal tax returns or IRS tax 
transcripts, W-2 or 1099 forms, and household size and number in college statements (V1)
What’s New?
Increased identity verification as a result of “technologically advanced fraud rings” 
according to Federal Student Aid (V4).

Verification



Provisionally Independent Students
Required Follow Up



Required Follow Up for “Provisionally Independent” Students
There are two scenarios where a student will be considered 
“provisionally independent” and follow up is required:
 Student indicated that they were homeless and none of the 

designated organizations have made that determination; or
 Student indicated they have unusual circumstances.

Some schools may request documentation for other situations, though it is 
not required unless there is conflicting information.

Provisionally Independent 
Students - Follow Up Needed



Unaccompanied/Self-
Supporting 
Homelessness

The financial aid office must make the determination as to whether student is 
an unaccompanied homeless youth and meets the following definition: (1) 
unaccompanied and homeless or (2) unaccompanied, self-supporting, and at 
risk of being homeless

The financial aid officer can document this situation based on a written 
statement from, or documented interview with the student that confirms that 
they are an unaccompanied homeless youth, or unaccompanied, at risk of 
homelessness, and self-supporting.

Documentation does not need to justify why they are 
unaccompanied/homeless, just that they meet the definition. 

Their status carries forward each year so long as their circumstances remain 
unchanged and they are enrolled at the same institution.

Providing Follow Up 
Documentation



Providing Follow Up 
Documentation

Unusual Circumstances 
(previously Dependency 
Overrides)

A documented interview between the student and the financial aid administrator;

A court order or official Federal or State documentation that the student or student’s 
parents or legal guardians are incarcerated;

A documented phone call or written statement with a state, country, or tribal welfare 
agency.

A documented phone call or written statement from an attorney, guardian ad litem, a 
court-appointed special advocate (or similar), or a representative of a TRIO or GEAR UP 
program which confirms the circumstances and the person’s relationship to the student;

A documented determination of independence made by a financial aid administrator at 
another institution in the same or a prior award year; or

Utility bills, health insurance, or other documents that demonstrate a separation from 
parents or legal guardians.



Determining Need and 
Financial Aid Offers



Each school determines a student’s financial need.  
 All schools use the following formula:

 The Cost of Attendance (COA) includes direct and indirect 
expenses.

 The Student Aid Index (SAI) is determined when the student 
files the FAFSA.

 Because COA varies, need varies by school (and so do the 
types and amount of aid).

Determining Need

COA
-

SAI = NEED-



Scholarships/Grants
 Federal
 State (Maine State Grant )
 Institutional (colleges and universities)
 Private

Work Study
 Federal
 Institutional

Types of Financial Aid

LEARN MORE: See pages 15–16 in PAY: Tips to Afford Higher Education

Student Loans
 Federal Direct Student Loans

• Subsidized and 
unsubsidized

Schools will put together a financial aid offer consisting of some of the following 
types of aid:



Financial Aid Offers

Financial Aid Notifications – How and When

The financial aid office notifies students of their financial aid 
offer – either via paper or email notification to check their 
student portal.

 Students must be accepted for admission.

 Timing of notifications varies by school.

 Students need to be checking their e-mail accounts regularly.

LEARN MORE: See pages 17 in PAY: Tips to Afford Higher Education



Financial Aid OffersEach offer looks different 
and including different 

amounts and types of aid 
and other information



Comparing Financial Aid 
Offers

Students who apply to a variety of schools 
and need to review and compare financial 
aid offers. 
 Each financial aid offer will look different.

 It’s important to review the details and 
compare information!

 We created our Comparing Costs and Financial 
Aid Offers worksheet which is available at:
famemaine.com/affording-education/pay-
for-school/resources-tools/



Special Circumstances (Appeals)



Special Circumstances (a.k.a. 
Appeals)

If There is More to the Story…
If the FAFSA no longer reflects the 
student/family situation, they should contact 
the financial aid office.
 Loss of income/unemployment
 Divorce or separation
 Unusual medical expenses
 Multiple students attending college
The school(s) will make any needed adjustments to 
the FAFSA.

LEARN MORE: See page 17 in PAY: Tips to Afford Higher Education



FAFSA Portal



FAME’s FAFSA Portal
 Student specific FAFSA 

completion data
 Completion data should be 

available in January
 New agreements needed for 

all!
 Outreach regarding new 

agreements will begin in 
early November.

FAME’s FAFSA Portal



Additional Resources



FAME After the FAFSA Resources for Students and 
Families
 Spring presentations:

• Understanding and Comparing Financial Aid 
Offers

• Tips to Pay the Remaining Balance
 Resources and Tools - FAME Maine
 FAME’s Texting and/or Email Lists

• To join go to: FAMEmaine.com/Join
• Members of the class of 2026 (or their 

parent/guardian) will be entered into a drawing 
for a $1,000 Future Fund scholarship! 

 FAME’s Parent/Caregiver FB Group – Paying for 
College for ME

 One-on-One Financial Aid Coaching
• To schedule an appointment, go to: 

FAMEmaine.com/Contact 

Additional Resources

https://www.famemaine.com/affording-education/pay-for-school/resources-tools/
https://www.famemaine.com/affording-education/pay-for-school/resources-tools/
https://www.famemaine.com/affording-education/pay-for-school/resources-tools/
https://www.famemaine.com/affording-education/pay-for-school/resources-tools/
https://www.famemaine.com/affording-education/make-a-plan/join/
https://www.famemaine.com/contact/


Resources for You! – FAMEmaine.com/educators
 Professional Development and Training

• Wednesday Webinars (second Wednesday of each month)
• FA 101 – In-person training – 20th Year Celebration – April 2, 2026

 Tuesday Tips
• FAME’s monthly newsletter on affording education after high school

 FAFSA Resources 
• Scripts for following up
• FAFSA Prototype
• Pell Grant Look-up Chart
• FAFSA Screenshots, and more!

Additional Resources



Questions?



Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at
FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us:

Education@FAMEmaine.com
PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734

TTY: 207-626-2717

Contact Us:
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