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 Filing the FAFSA
• Dependent Student w/ 

Student Starting the FAFSA
• Dependent Student w/ 

Parent Starting the FAFSA
 Other Scenarios
 After FAFSA Submission

Agenda



https://tinyurl.com/FAFSA-SIM 

Access Code: prototype2526

SCROLL ALL THE WAY DOWN



StudentAid.gov



Log In

Username can be:
• username created
• Email address
• Cell phone number

If trouble logging in:
• Forgot My Username
• Forgot My Password



Contributors without a 
StudentAid.gov account (FSA ID) 
should create an account at 
least several days prior to filing 
the FAFSA

If account hasn’t matched with 
Social Security Admin., user will 
need to manually enter of all 
tax related questions (gross)

Contributors Must Create Federal Student Aid 
Account 



Two-Step Verification is 
required to complete the 
StudentAid.gov account 
creation process through one 
of the following:
 One time password 

generated from 
authenticator app

 SMS (text) sent to a verified 
mobile phone

 Email sent to a verified 
email address

Logging In: Two-Step Verification



Email received after logging in

 This is supposed to say “Someone has 
logged into your account”

 Not fixed yet….. May not be for a while



Sections of the 2025-2026 FAFSA

2026-2027 FAFSA opens 10/1/25 will use 2024 Federal Income Tax info



The FAFSA is a 
Roles-Based Form

Parent SectionStudent Section Welcome, Nikki



Who starts the FAFSA first?

Depends

• If parent’s Adjusted Gross Income is below $60,000 & received a benefit, less 
questions for both student & parent if the parent starts the FAFSA

• If the student might be considered independent for FAFSA purposes (example: 
was in foster care at age 15) it’s better for the student to start first



Dependent Student
Student Starts the FAFSA



There are usually 2 FAFSAs available to file on the FAFSA completion page



Two-step verification is required every time anyone logs in with an StudentAid.gov account.



Welcome, Nikki



When the student starts the FAFSA 
first time, they’ll see four onboarding 
pages with an accompanying videos: 
• What is the FAFSA? 
• Contributors
• What to expect
• What happens after submitting the 

FAFSA.



If contact info needs to be 
changed you must leave 
the FAFSA and go to 
“Settings” to update

Student Identity 
Info





 This page informs the contributor 
about consent and their federal tax 
information. 

 By providing consent, the 
contributor’s federal tax information 
is transferred directly into the 
FAFSA from the IRS to help 
complete the Student Financials 
section.

 EVERYONE MUST APPROVE or not 
eligible for financial aid

 If no taxes on file for that year, that 
is what will import “no taxes filed”

 This page is very long!



Importing Tax Info

No tax information will show in the 
FAFSA or on the FAFSA Submission 
Summary – schools do receive the 
tax information.

Federal tax information is transferred 
directly into the FAFSA from the IRS.



These questions will determine if parent information is needed
Dependent = Parent info needed

Independent = No parent info needed







Wording is important 
here:

“At any time since the student 
turned 13 were they …”



If the student clicks “YES”

They will need documentation of their 
situation. 

These are some examples of who could 
document

Documentation could be a conversation 
with the financial aid office personnel



If the student clicks 
“YES”

Considered Independent 
for FAFSA purposes. No 
parent info needed

Student will need 
documentation of their 
situation. 

Documentation does not 
need to be “why”, just 
that they meet the 
criteria



If the student clicks “YES”

Student will only be eligible for 
Unsubsidized Direct Loan

The parent will need to 
document that they refuse to 
provide their information on the 
FAFSA form or that they no 
longer financially support the 
student to receive the Unsub 
loan. 

A financial aid administrator will 
make the final determination



Parent Wizard



Parent Invitation

 Parent invite must match legal name, date of birth, and 
SSN.

 The email address provided for contributors does not need 
to match the one used for the StudentAid.gov account.



 Parent info must match what is 
listed in their StudentAid.gov 
account EXACTLY
 Legal name
 Date of birth
 Social Security Number

 Email address does not need to 
match. This is only used to send an 
invitation email to the parent



Determining Parent Contributors
 If parents are married and filed a joint tax return, 

information for both parents will be required but only one 
parent will need a StudentAid.gov account. 

 If parents are married and filed taxes separately, or if 
parents live together but aren’t married, information for 
both parents will be required and both parents will need 
their own StudentAid.gov account. 

Determining Parent Contributors

The tax year filed jointly or separately depends on the FAFSA year filing:

 For example. The 2026-27 FAFSA will ask if parents filed a joint tax return in 2024.



 If parents are divorced, separated, or never married and don’t live in 
the same household, the parent who provides the most financial 
support will be required to provide information on the FAFSA and will 
need a StudentAid.gov account. 

 If that parent is remarried on the day the FAFSA is filed, information 
for their spouse will also be required and their spouse will need their 
own StudentAid.gov account unless they filed a joint tax return.

Determining Parent Contributors



Get Ready to File Checklist



 Parent does not need to have an SSN

 Be sure to enter their mailing address 
exactly as they entered it when they 
created their StudentAid.gov account

Invitation for parent without 
Social Security Number



Or if you know a 2nd parent will need to 
enter information:

• Parents are unmarried and living together
• Parents do not file a joint tax return
• Parent do not file a tax return

Invite a 2nd parent
If unsure who will complete



 Have the contributor log in to 
StudentAid.gov 

 Go to “Settings”
 Click on “personal info”

• Does all the info you listed on 
the invitation EXACTLY match the 
personal info in the account? If 
not, edit the invitation.

 If parent has no SSN, click on 
“Contact Info”
• Does the address EXACTLY match 

what is listed in the invitation? If 
not, change the invitation

Parent or student 
invitation not working





• These questions do not 
impact aid eligibility.

• Information is not shared 
with the school or others.



Citizenship Status

• If “Eligible 
noncitizen” is 
selected, the student 
will be required to 
enter their “A” 
number. 

Enter the student’s eight- or nine-digit A-number. 

If the student’s A-number has eight digits, type a zero before it. 

Don’t enter the “A” before the number.



FAMEmaine.com/NewMainers 







Confirming High School 
Completion Status 





 Earnings from work will not 
be asked, even for non-tax 
filers.

 If StudentAid.gov account 
not authenticated, tax info 
will have to be entered 
manually. (gross)

Students and parents will never see any federal 
tax information that was shared by the Direct 
Data Exchange (DDX) in the FAFSA or on the 

FAFSA Submission Summary.



If manual tax entry is required, 
students & contributors can click on a 
link to show them where to find the 

data on the 1040 tax return



Assets

 Total child support 
received for the last 
complete calendar year

 Current Net Worth of 
Investments
• Do NOT include home 

of parents, retirement 
accounts, cars, etc.

 Net worth = Value minus 
debt



 The “Get Ready to File” FAFSA checklist 
includes:
• Assets you DO report
• Assets you DO NOT report



List up to 20 colleges



Summary Page 

Expand all to review all responses or expand each 
section individually. Click on question hyperlink to 
be taken to that page.

Will show if contributor has not yet completed their 
section



Student can sign but option to submit 
won’t exist until all sections are complete.





 This is the bottom half of the 
submission screen.

 Information about the FAFSA 
Submission Summary timing 
and location availability is 
provided.

 Not recommended but note the 
link at the bottom.



 Reminders will be sent 7 and 14 days.

Click on “Log In” link 
in email 

OR 
go to Student Aid.gov 

and log in with 
username & password



Contributor logs in to 
StudentAid.gov

 Invitation to complete their section will be on 
dashboard

 If no invitation showing, go to “My Activity”
 If no invitation in “My Activity” the invitation in 

the FAFSA did not have matching name, DOB or 
SSN of contributor’s StudentAid.gov “Settings”



When the parent selects 
"Accept Invitation," a pop-up 
window appears to remind 
the parent that their personal 
information is needed to fill 
out the student’s FAFSA® 
form. 

The parent selects "Continue" 
to agree to sharing their 
information and enters the 
FAFSA form. 



This is the first page within the parent section. 

The parent can verify that their personal 
information is correct. 

To update any of the personal information, the 
parent must access their Account Settings on 
StudentAid.gov. 



 This page informs the parent about 
consent and their federal tax 
information. 

 By providing consent, the parents’ 
federal tax information is transferred 
directly into the FAFSA from the IRS 
to help complete the Parent 
Financials section.











If parent’s AGI is less than or equal to 
$60,000 AND someone in the household 
qualifies for one of these “federally 
means tested benefits”, assets will be 
EXCLUDED from the FAFSA formula. 

*Must financially qualify for “Free or 
Reduced Lunch”



2023 income tax info is required for the 2025-26 FAFSA 

The 2026-27 FAFSA will ask for 2024 income tax info



Parent Didn’t File Income Tax Return



Family Size

Always click “yes” here to make sure the family size 
is correct. 

If not correct, enter the number of children or other 
dependents who live with the parents and will 
receive more than half of their support from the 
parent between July 1, 2025 & June 30, 2026





Manual pathway will appear when:

• Tax filing status doesn’t reflect 
current marital status.
• Example: filed a “married-

filing-joint” tax return but are 
now divorced

• Contributor hasn’t allowed for 
Social Security Administration 
match time to happen 
(recommend to wait until 
matched)

• Foreign income 

Click on “Where to find this 
information on the tax form” 



Parent Assets

• “Child support for received for the last 
complete calendar year”

• List amounts “on the date the FAFSA form was 
first submitted”

• Investments do include:
• 2nd properties
• non-retirement investments

• Investments do not include:
• The home you live in
• Retirement accounts
• Cars/boats/etc.

• Net worth = market value minus debt



 When parents are married, 
demographic information for the 
parent’s spouse or partner (student’s 
other biological parent) is required.

 If parents filed a joint tax return, do 
not enter an email address. This will 
send an invitation for the other parent 
to complete a section that they don’t 
need to complete



Imported income 
information is not visible 



The last contributor to complete 
their section will have the 
opportunity to submit the FAFSA.



 When parent submits the 
FAFSA, they will see a 
congratulations page with 
limited information.

 Student will receive email 
confirmation with 
estimated SAI.



Email When Submitted 
Sent to Student ONLY

Email is from the U.S. Department of Education with a 
subject line of “We Received Your FAFSA Form”

Includes info on federal aid ONLY – wait for the Financial Aid 
Offer from the College to get the whole picture.



Dependent Student
Parent Starts the FAFSA



If Parent starts the FAFSA they will:
 provide student identifying information (results in invite being sent)
 see the onboarding screens; and 
 answer questions that determine dependency:
 Onboarding screens
 Student personal circumstances
 Student other circumstances (homelessness)
 Student unusual circumstances

These questions determine student dependency status.

Filing the FAFSA



Next, Parent will see the following 
sections:
 Review parent identity
 Consent and approval
 Demographics
 Parent Financials
 Parent spouse info (if applicable)
 Review and sign

Filing the FAFSA



Student will receive the email invitation with link or can go directly to 
StudentAid.gov and log in with StudentAid.gov account.

Student “My Activity”



Regardless of who is completing, the following sections must be 
completed:

• Demographic information (including gender, ethnicity, citizenship, 
student high school, etc.)

• Student financials (will need to be entered manually if parent is 
completing via confirmation page link)

• Colleges - list all colleges they are considering (up to 20 colleges can 
be added)

• STUDENT must log in with StudentAid.gov account at some point to 
provide consent and sign. 

Filing the FAFSA



Independent Students
 Will see all questions that a dependent student 

sees.
 Will need to answer the following questions in the 

Independent Student Financials section:
• Family size

• Number in college

 If married:
• Student will need to invite spouse if they didn’t file 

a joint tax return for FAFSA filing year
o Example: 2024 taxes for the 2026-27 FAFSA

• If joint tax return was filed, student will need to 
provide spouse’s demographic information, but 
spouse will not need to sign in with StudentAid.gov 
account.

Independent Students



A submitted FAFSA will show a status of “In Review” until FAFSA sections 
are processed





FAFSA Status



View After Submission



View after Processing

Here you can 
• Add/Remove Schools
• Make Corrections
• View/Print FAFSA Submission

Summary (FSS)



Make Corrections



On the Financial Aid 101 webpage: 
FAMEmaine.com/FA101

Resources



Questions?



Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at
FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us:

Education@FAMEmaine.com
PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734

TTY: 207-626-2717

Contact Us:
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