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• Consider a different path – start at a less expensive 
option and transfer later
o How to start last minute at another school

• How to transfer to another college 
o Articulation agreements

• Getting Support Throughout the process
• Try out a job first

What to do when it 
falls apart



Maine Community
College System

Free College: How it works

https://www.mccs.me.edu/free-community-
college-resources/



Articulation Agreements
Examples of recent articulation agreements include:

• EMCC students who complete an AS degree in 

building construction can enroll in the 

construction engineering technology bachelor's 

degree program at the Univ. of Maine.

• KVCC early childhood education students can 

now transfer seamlessly into UMA’s early 

childhood and early elementary programs.

• CMCC AS degree recipients in computer 

technology and cybersecurity can complete a 

bachelor’s in computer sciences administration 

through the UMFK

• WCCC outdoor leadership students can transfer 

to the UM Machias to earn a bachelor's degree 

in recreation and tourism management.

Maine Community
College System

There are now more than 180 formal 
articulation agreements that allow MCCS 
students to transfer into UMS and have 
all their Maine community college credits 
count. 

https://mcusercontent.com/a3122987508ffaf625735810e/files/96b79f47-1631-
ef39-f51f-
fc0f8b9c892a/Maine_Public_Higher_Education_Systems_Coordinating_Final_2024
.pdf 

https://mcusercontent.com/a3122987508ffaf625735810e/files/96b79f47-1631-ef39-f51f-fc0f8b9c892a/Maine_Public_Higher_Education_Systems_Coordinating_Final_2024.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a3122987508ffaf625735810e/files/96b79f47-1631-ef39-f51f-fc0f8b9c892a/Maine_Public_Higher_Education_Systems_Coordinating_Final_2024.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a3122987508ffaf625735810e/files/96b79f47-1631-ef39-f51f-fc0f8b9c892a/Maine_Public_Higher_Education_Systems_Coordinating_Final_2024.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a3122987508ffaf625735810e/files/96b79f47-1631-ef39-f51f-fc0f8b9c892a/Maine_Public_Higher_Education_Systems_Coordinating_Final_2024.pdf


Maine Community
College System

https://www.mccs.me.edu/workforce-training/for-trainees/non-credit-courses/ 

https://www.mccs.me.edu/workforce-training/for-trainees/non-credit-courses/


Abby Dooley
Director of Admissions

Abby.dooley@thomas.edu

Thomas College

 Rolling Admissions 
• August 1st Deadline
• Financial Aid is still available
• Housing 

 Transferring
• Transfer credit friendly
• Financial Aid

 Scholarships
• More opportunities 

 Support on Campus
• Help with On Boarding
• Student Success, TRIO, JMG

mailto:Abby.dooley@thomas.edu


Kate Walsh 
Kevit@Maine.edu 
207-949-6501 cell
Advisor, Maine Educational Opportunity 
Center

 MEOC Advisors coordinate efforts to 
provide information and assistance in 
completing college admission and 
financial aid forms. 

 MEOC advisors can assess academic 
readiness, provide career counseling, 
and refer individuals to community 
resources.

Supports to Help in 
Transition

mailto:Kevit@Maine.edu


MEOC



Community Resources

https://www.emdc.org/connect/contact-us/ 

https://www.emdc.org/connect/contact-us/


Maine Apprenticeship Program

Wendy Kostenbauder
Program Manager – Apprenticeship

Maine Department of Labor
Wendy.Kostenbauder@Maine.gov

mailto:Wendy.Kostenbauder@maine.gov


What is Registered Apprenticeship?

 Industry/ Business Led
 Paid Job
 Structured On-the-Job 

Learning and Mentorship
 Supplemental Education
 Diversity
 Quality and Safety
 Credentials



Why Registered 
Apprenticeship?

Benefits for Employers
 Improved recruiting
 More diverse workforce
 High productivity and few accidents
 Connection to training funds
 Customized to meet employer needs
 Formalized approach that enhances existing 

business practices

90% of apprentices who 
complete their program are 
still working with their 
employer after one year.



Registered Apprenticeships in…



Schedule of Work Example



Who can be an Apprentice?

 Anyone 16* years or older
• *Employers may have different 

requirements (i.e. 18 or 21)
 Must have work authorization
 Other requirements vary by employer and 

may include:
• Physical requirements
• High school diploma or equivalent
• Driver’s license
• Drug testing



What is 
Certified Pre-Apprenticeship?

 Hands-on training to prepare 
individuals to successfully enter a 
Registered Apprenticeship Program

 Up to 6 months in length (unless in 
high school or correctional facility)

 Includes safety training
 May be paid or unpaid



Is there funding available 
to employers?

 Employers are responsible for paying 
wages of their apprentices

 The Maine Apprenticeship Program 
offers:
• $1,500 – New sponsors
• $1,000 – Existing sponsors that 

register a new occupation
• $500 - $2,500 – Per apprentice 

to off-set classroom training 
costs



MAP can connect you to 
other resources!

 WIOA Service Providers – ACAP, EMDC, Workforce 
Solutions

 Maine Workforce Development Compact
 Maine Quality Centers
 Military Veteran GI Bill Benefits
 Competitive Skills Scholarship Program
 HOPE Program
 GO Maine

https://www.acap-me.org/
https://www.emdc.org/
https://workforcesolutionsme.org/
https://workforcesolutionsme.org/
https://www.mccs.me.edu/workforce-training/maine-workforce-development-compact/
https://www.mccs.me.edu/workforce-training/maine-quality-centers/
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/employers/hire-veterans
https://www.maine.gov/labor/careerctr/cssp.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ofi/programs-services/hope
https://gomaine.org/


Thinking about 
apprenticeship?

 Things that are helpful to know:
• Occupation(s) you are interested in
• Hiring new employees or upskilling existing employees
• Number of positions you are looking to fill

“It’s exciting to see all of the ventures popping up within 
my home state, which makes me feel like I don’t have to 

travel far in order to find a career…”
Michael, Aquaculture Pre-Apprentice



How to begin steps to 
registration

Email the Maine Apprenticeship Program at 
MaineApprenticeship@maine.gov

Visit us on our website at www.maine.gov/apprenticeship

mailto:MaineApprenticeship@maine.gov
http://www.maine.gov/apprenticeship


Summer FAFSA Completion
 ECMC is administering $50 

million in grants from DOE 
to get help with Maine 
FAFSA completion 

 FAME has applied for 
funding for:
• Digital Advertising
• Postcard mailings to 

households that have a high 
school senior

FAME FAFSA Completion 
Push

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Need 1000 FAFSAs to get us to our annual goal. Trying to reach to students directly. Money is from old FFEL portfolio, can’t use to hire more staff at DOE. Designated for things like outreach. 



https://go.oncehub.com/FinancialAidCoaching

https://www.famemaine.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/05/Transition-to-
College-Checklist.pdf 

FAME Resources

https://go.oncehub.com/FinancialAidCoaching
https://www.famemaine.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Transition-to-College-Checklist.pdf
https://www.famemaine.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Transition-to-College-Checklist.pdf
https://www.famemaine.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Transition-to-College-Checklist.pdf


Questions?



Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at
FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us:

Contact Us: Education@FAMEmaine.com
PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734

TTY: 207-626-2717
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