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What is FAFSA Simplification?

FAFSA Simplification represents a complete overhaul of the 
FAFSA form, formula, and process.

Goals include:

▪ an updated and streamlined process with a redesigned form;

▪ the use of already existing data to reduce the number of 
questions;

▪ expanded eligibility and transparency, specifically for Federal 
Pell Grants; and 

▪ a more secure and stable platform.

What is it?



These changes are a result of multiple pieces of legislation, 
including: 

FUTURE ACT (December 19, 2019)

Expands access to federal student aid, and mandates Federal Student Aid to 
use data directly from the IRS.
a

FAFSA SIMPLIFICATION ACT (December 27, 2020)

Introduces significant changes to the FAFSA application process including:

• changes to the FAFSA form, 

• how students and families will complete the application,

• and the eligibility calculation.

Why the changes?



When will changes occur?

▪ Many changes have already been 
implemented.

▪ Full implementation occurs with the 
2024-2025 FAFSA.

▪ The 2024-2025 FAFSA is delayed until 
December.

The new FAFSA is being referred to as 
Better FAFSA, Better Future.

When?



FAFSA Simplification

Changes for the 2023-2024 Award Year



Changes for the 2023-2024 Award Year

▪ Removes Selective Service and drug conviction 
questions

▪ Changes to Cost of Attendance (COA) components
• “Room and board” are now known as “food and 

housing,” 
▪ Expanded Pell Eligibility for incarcerated students

• Not all colleges participate – extensive process to 
get approved

• Not all prisons and/or colleges participate



Changes for the 2023-2024 Award Year
▪ Defines categories of Professional Judgment:

For additional information see Dear Colleague Letter (Gen-22-15):
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2022-11-03/fafsar-
simplification-act-changes-implementation-2023-24

FAFSA Simplification – 
Changes to the 2023-2024 Award Year

Special Circumstances refer to 
changes in financial situations that 
justify an aid administrator adjusting 
data elements

• Recent unemployment
• Unusual expenses
• Divorce/separation

Unusual Circumstances refer to the 
conditions that justify an aid 
administrator making a dependency 
override based on a unique situation
 
• Parental abandonment
• Abuse
• Parent incarceration





FAFSA Simplification

Changes to the 2024-2025 FAFSA



Goodbye EFC!

The Expected Family Contribution (EFC) becomes 
the Student Aid Index (SAI).



2024-25 FAFSA is a Roles-Based application

Roles-Based Form

Contributing parent(s) 
will log in and see only 
parent-related questions.

Students will log in and see 
only student-related 
questions.

Either student or parent 
can start the FAFSA and 

they will “invite” the other 
to complete the FAFSA.



Invitation



Federal Tax Information (FTI) will be imported into the 
FAFSA.

• E V E R Y O N E will need to consent (click “approve”) to 
have their Federal Tax Information (FTI) be sent to the 
college. 

• This applies to everyone: students and parents – even if 
they are non-tax filers

Goodbye IRS DRT!

Filer 
“approves”

(this is 
consent)

FTI is sent 
directly from 

IRS to FTI 
Module

No FTI will be 
visible to 

student or 
parent



Goodbye IRS DRT!

• Most income questions provided from the IRS direct data 
exchange and most untaxed income questions will be 
removed from the FAFSA.

• When IRS Data is accessed, the process will also verify non-
filing status. 





Pell Grant Eligibility will be determined in one of three 
ways: 

New: Students and families will be able to determine 
if student eligible for a maximum or minimum Pell 
Grant before the FAFSA is filed.

Expanded Pell Grant Eligibility 
and Transparency

Maximum Pell Calculated Pell Minimum Pell



Early Awareness

Can see if  
student eligible 
for a max or min 
Pell Grant before 
a FAFSA is filed. 

Motivate 
students to file 

the FAFSA

Relieve Anxiety
Help with 

college search 
process

2024-25 DRAFT SAI Guide - Eligibility for Max-or-Min Pell Grant Resource (ed.gov)

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/202425DRAFTSAIGuideSupplementEligibilityforMaxorMinPellGrantResource.pdf


What do we want you to know?
The Direct Date Exchange has multiple impacts:

✓ Makes the FAFSA easier to complete but increases security 
requirements

✓ Everyone must have an FSA ID (including those without an 
SSN)

✓ FSA ID must be matched to SSA ahead of time

✓ Roles based form will require students and parents to work 
together to complete FAFSA 

• Two-factor verification for everyone

• Invitation to contribute – must be accurate





Key Takeaways

Students won’t be able to obtain an FSA ID and complete a FAFSA 
in one sitting. Need to prepare ahead of time.

Everyone needs to provide “consent”. The student will be 
ineligible for federal aid otherwise. This is one of the most 
importance pieces to stress with students. 

Different information needed depending on situation – have they 
done a FAFSA before?

Need to work collaboratively to spread the word.



FAFSA completion is 
critical, and we need 

you!

Students rely on and 

trust you.
Most students can’t 

afford higher 
education unless they 
complete the FAFSA 

and the FAFSA is key to 
Free Community 

College.





▪ Today’s session topics
▪ Future trainings
▪ Financial aid and FSA ID creation 

sessions
▪ Website – 

FAMEmaine.com/FAFSA 
(choose year)

▪ Resources 
• Flyers
• Pay & FSA ID worksheets 

*updated 
• Partner Mailing  

▪ Encourage your students and 
parents to sign up for texts or 
emails – FAMEmaine.com/join

FAME’s Got Your Back!



Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at

FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us:

Contact Us: Education@FAMEmaine.com

PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734

TTY: 207-626-2717
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