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Here’s what were going to discuss!

▪ Expanded Pell Grant Eligibility and 
Transparency

▪ Parent and Family Information Changes

▪ Pathways for Students with Unusual 
Circumstances or Homeless Youth

Session Agenda



Expanded Pell Grant 

Eligibility and Transparency



Pell Eligibility has been expanded!

Three Ways to Determine Pell Grant Eligibility:

Three Pathways to Pell 
Grant Eligibility

Maximum 
Pell Grant

Calculated 
Pell Grant

Minimum 
Pell Grant



For today…..

▪ I’m going to focus on the criteria for Dependent 
Students.

▪ Similar criteria exists for Independent Students.

▪ We’ll share a resource with all the criteria as a 
follow up to this training.

Today’s Pell Grant Focus



Maximum Pell Grant

Criteria for a Maximum Pell Grant

Parent not required to file federal income tax return 

Single parent with AGI > 0 and < 225% of poverty guideline 
for family size

Parent NOT single parent and has AGI > 0 and < 175% of 
poverty guideline for family size

Student’s (under 33) parent died serving in armed forces 
after 9/11/01 or in line of duty as a public safety officer

OR

OR

OR



Calculated Pell Grant

Criteria for a Calculated Pell Grant

Students not eligible for an automatic Max Pell Grant 
may be eligible for a calculated Pell Grant

Calculated Pell Grant = Max Pell Grant minus Student 
Aid Index (SAI)  

Example:

Max Pell = $7,395 (may change for 2024-2025)
SAI = 1,005
Calculated Pell = $7,395 - 1,005 = $6,390



Minimum Pell Grant

Criteria for a Minimum Pell Grant

Student’s parent is a single parent with an AGI < 325% 
of poverty guideline for family size

OR 

Student’s parent is NOT a single parent and has an    
AGI < 275% of poverty guideline for family size

Minimum Pell Grant = 10% of Max Pell Grant
For example, if the Maximum Pell Grant is $7,500, Minimum Pell Grant would be $750



Early Awareness – Pell Look Up Tables!
Ability for students and families to determine if student eligible 
for a maximum or minimum Pell Grant before a FAFSA is filed. 

Example: Dependent Student’s Parent is Single

Pell Look Up Table (one of several tables)

Pell Grant Transparency and 
Early Awareness



Example: Dependent Student’s Parent is not a Single Parent

Pell Look Up Tables (including for Independent Students) can be found here:
2024-25 DRAFT SAI Guide - Eligibility for Max-or-Min Pell Grant Resource 
(ed.gov)

Pell Grant Transparency and 
Early Awareness

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/202425DRAFTSAIGuideSupplementEligibilityforMaxorMinPellGrantResource.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/202425DRAFTSAIGuideSupplementEligibilityforMaxorMinPellGrantResource.pdf




Poll Time!



Parent and Family Information 
Changes



New Definition - Parent on the FAFSA

▪ Starting with the 2024-2025 FAFSA, the parent who 
provides the greater portion of the student’s 
financial support will be responsible for completing 
the FAFSA. 

▪ If this parent is married as of the date the FAFSA is 
filed, the parent’s spouse’s information is required as 
well. This isn’t new but often a concern.

Parent on the FAFSA



Family Size (was Household Size)

▪ Dependents include qualifying children and 
qualifying relatives as defined by the IRS.

▪ Family size will be transferred from tax return 
into the FTI module but will not be visible in the 
FAFSA.

▪ Individuals will be able to update family size. 

▪ Helpful to have tax return so they will know 
whether number need to be updated.

Family Size



Number in College

Multiple Children in College
▪ The parent SAI will no longer be divided by number of 

children in college at the same time

• The question will remain on the FAFSA, and schools 
can use that information when awarding institutional 
aid.

▪ Why was it removed? The calculation for maximum and 
minimum Pell is based on poverty guidelines which don’t 
take into account the number in college.

• Theoretically offset by an increase income protection 
allowance, but the state and local tax allowance is 
gone.



Poll Time!



Pathways for Students with Unusual 
Circumstances or Homeless Youth



Professional Judgment (PJ)
Guidance provided on November 4, 2022, defined two 
categories of professional judgment:
 

Professional Judgement - Guidance 
for the 2023-2024 Award Year

Special Circumstances
refer to changes in 
financial situations that 
justify an aid administrator 
adjusting data elements
• Recent unemployment
• Unusual expenses
• Divorce/separation

Unusual Circumstances
refer to the conditions that 

justify an aid administrator 
making a dependency 
override based on a unique 
situation 
• Parental abandonment
• Abuse
• Parent incarceration



Assisting Students with Unusual Circumstances
▪ Definition of acceptable documentation has been expanded for student 

with unusual circumstances (dependency override) and is applicable 
starting with the 2023-2024 award year:

▪ Acceptable documentation may include (these are just a few):
• A documented interview between student and financial aid 

administrator;
• A documented phone call or written statement from a representative 

of a TRIO program that confirms the circumstances and person’s 
relationship to the student; 

• A documented determination of independence made by a financial aid 
administrator at another school in the same or prior award year; or

• A documented phone call or written statement with a state, country, 
or tribal welfare agency.

Professional Judgement – 
Guidance starting with the 

2023-2024 Award Year



Assisting Students with Unusual Circumstances
▪ Adjustments for unusual circumstances (dependency 

overrides) will carry forward for each subsequent year at the 
same school unless:
• the student informs school that circumstances have changes; or
• the school has conflicting information about the student’s 

independence.

▪ Schools must make a determination of a student’s dependency 
status and provide a financial aid offer in a timely manner (60 days).

Professional Judgement – Guidance 
starting with the 2023-2024 Award Year

For additional information see Dear Colleague Letter (Gen-22-15):
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2022-11-03/fafsar-
simplification-act-changes-implementation-2023-24



Provisional Independence – 
New for the 2024-2025 FAFSA

Provisional Independence 

▪ New process for students with unusual circumstances who 
cannot provide parent information on the FAFSA.

▪ Students will be allowed to complete the FAFSA as 
independent students (submit w/o parent information).

▪ SAI to be calculated and student will receive an estimate of 
their Federal Pell Grant eligibility 

▪ Final determination subject to approval of documentation 
submitted to their school.



Provisional Independence – 
New for the 2024-2025 FAFSA



Assisting Unaccompanied Homeless Youth
To be considered an unaccompanied homeless youth on the 
FAFSA, an individual must be a youth who is:
▪ unaccompanied and homeless youth or 
▪ unaccompanied, self-supporting and at risk of being 

homeless.

Professional Judgement – 
Unaccompanied Homeless Youth



Assisting Unaccompanied Homeless Youth
▪ Financial Aid Administrators (FAA) are required to consider 

documentation from the following eligible authorities sufficient:
• a local educational agency homeless liaison;
• the director or designee of an emergency or transitional shelter, homeless 

youth drop-in center or other program serving individuals who are 
experiencing homelessness;

• the director or designee of a TRIO or GEAR UP grant; or
• an FAA at another institution who documented the student’s 

circumstances in the same or prior award year.

▪ If the student has received a documented determinations from one of 
these authorities, the school must not request additional 
documentation, proof, or statements unless it has conflicting 
information.

Professional Judgement - Guidance 
starting with the 2023-2024 Award Year



Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth



Assisting Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

▪ If student is unable to provide documentation, FAFSA pathway is the 
same as for Provisional Independent Status students.

▪ FAA must make the determination as to whether student is an 
unaccompanied homeless youth.

▪ Decisions must be:

• Based on a written statement from, or documented interview 
with the student that confirms that they are an unaccompanied 
homeless youth, or unaccompanied, at risk of homelessness, 
and self-supporting; and

• Made without regard to the reasons that the student is 
unaccompanied and/or homeless.

Professional Judgement - Guidance 
starting with the 2023-2024 Award Year



Assisting Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

As with unusual circumstances, these determinations carry forward to 
the next year unless:

▪  the school has conflicting information; or

▪ the student informs the school that their circumstances have 
changed.

Professional Judgement - Guidance 
starting with the 2023-2024 Award Year

For additional information see Dear Colleague Letter (Gen-23-06):
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-
colleague-letters/2023-04-14/unaccompanied-homeless-youth-
determinations-update

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2023-04-14/unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations-update
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2023-04-14/unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations-update
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2023-04-14/unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations-update


Poll time!



Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at

FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us:

Contact Us: Education@FAMEmaine.com

PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734

TTY: 207-626-2717
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