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What is the free community college initiative?

= Provides two years of tuition-free community college to the
Maine high school graduates in the Classes of 2020, 2021,
2022, and 2023.

= The Free College Scholarship pays 100% of tuition and
mandatory fees at any one of the seven colleges across the

state.
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To qualify, students must:

= Have a high school diploma or equivalent. This includes
home schooled students, and students earning a GED or
Hi-SET during those years.

= Enroll full-time, earning 30 credits per year
= Pursue an associate degree or academic credential

= Live in Maine at the time of enrollment and while enrolled
in the program

= Accept all federal and state grants

* Students need to file a FAFSA to see what they are eligible for
receive.
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What if the student is not eligible for federal student aid?
Are they eligible for the Free College Scholarship?

Yes — students not eligible for federal student aid are
eligible for the Free College Scholarship.

Students do not need to file a FAFSA!

Instead, the student needs to contact an advisor at the
community college they plan to attend.

* The advisor will document their circumstances and notify
the appropriate campus offices.
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Getting Ready for College
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Getting Ready for College

You may be the first persen inyour family o abtond colkegs or may have attended collegs ina
different counbry, bat aro firding e options 3md procossas o vary different i e Unitad
States. Regardiess of your starting podint, Fero are a fow Bhings o kesp in mind.

Types of Institutions
Thare are many types of colkqges and universities in the United States. Each has ibs own
purpose and fundirsy and certain schools may Mt your nedds. botier Ban othars.

Twao-¥ear versus Four-Year Colleges

Two-yaar eollagas: The most common teo-yoar schodls ane community colloges. These
schooks typically otfar teo patiways: programs that ane mome applied and carear- training
focesed that award ceriificates or associabe degreas, or programs that are stricty academic
and prepars students to fransfer to 2 four-yoar schood, Community colkges ane peblic schools
bt there are also privabe bwe-year schools.

Fil yaar colbgs and unlvwersities: These schooks typically offer programs that take tour
wears of ful-tima errnliment to complate and award Bachelor's degrees hough some alsa
ofer associate degraes). TRere are both pubfc and private coliages and univarsities.

Public versus Private Colleges
Public eollagas: Trase schaools, often refarned b as stabe schools, are supported in part by
public fundieg. A5 a resu i, Tuition rates are typacally lower for residents of that siate than for

studenis from out-of-stale

Private eaollagas: These selsals ans privatedy funded and tuition rates are the same for in
ot verses cut- of-state shudients.

Admissions Criteria

Each coleqe uses ks own criteria when deciling mhether or mot fo offer admission tea
student. Most schoois ane going 1o ask for gradas from csrent of previcus schooks, and soms
will aken ask Tor SAT or ACT soores. Deperading on a shudent's major, 1 Engish is a second
lamgraage, studends may be asked to take the TOEFL fest Check with the college’s admissions
office or websie 1o learm maone about that school’s admissions criteria

Special Programs to Support College-Going

Thare ang many fedeml programs desigeed to halp first-genaration colleqge studerds amdor
trose from low-imcome tamilies prepare for 0olleqe. Programs such & Upwand Eoesred, TRIO,
and GEAR UF are often available through high schools and kacal coleqes ard univarsitios.

Ready to take the next step?
Wisit ar Paying for Cobaga paga Tor halplul ties on affording highar edwecation.

College Going Information

Higher education is
structured very differently in
the U.S. than in other
countries.

There are great federally
programs to support college
going students!

= Talent Search
= Upward Bound
= Student Support Services
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Paying for College
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Paying for College

Whether you're an immigrant, refugee, or a new U.S. citizen, there is money available to help
new Mainers pay for higher education. However, where the money comes from largely
depends on whether or not you are eligible for federal student aid.

Are You Eligible for Federal Student Aid?

To be eligible for federal student aid, you must be a U.S. citizen OR an eligible noncitizen. If
you already know you're eligible for federal student aid, your next step is to file the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

If you already know you're eligible for federal student aid, your next step is to file the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

Yes, I'm eligible. [

Generally, you are not eligible for federal student aid if:

* You have been granted DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) status.

® You have only a “Notice of Approval to Apply for Permanent Residence” (1-171 or |-464).

® You are in the U.S. on an F-1 or F-2 nonimmigrant student visa, orona J-1or J-2
nonimmigrant exchange visitor visa.

e You hold a G series visa (pertaining to international organizations).

If you know you are not eligible for federal student aid at this time, you still have options.

No, 'm not eligible at this time. [

Not sure if you're eligible?
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Helpful Tools
= Determining Eligibility for
Federal Student Aid

" Tracking Status of
Immigration Application

= Paying for Higher
Education Video

= Scholarships for New
Mainers

Not sure if you're eligible?
If you're not sure of your eligibility, you can use our interactive eligibility guestionnaire to help
you determine your status:

Interactive Eligibility Questionnaire:
1.} Are vou a US Citizen?
o Yes

[ [s]

Track Your Case Status Online

Are you waiting to hear back aboul your case status? You can trach the status of an
immigration application, petition, or reguest with the LS. Citizenship & Immigration Services’

online case status tool.

VIDEO: Paying for Higher Education for New Mainers

EDUCATION

L:F‘.""']M 0 2022 Flnance Authzrty of Malne

Watch on (B8 YeaTiihe

Are you a new Mainer wondering how you'll pay for your higher education? This videa will tel
you what you need to know, guide you through options for paying for college, and halp you
navigate the Mew Mainers section of the FAME website.

Scholarships for New Mainers

Schaolarships provide money, often from private institutions or communily organizations, that
you will not need to repay. If you are not eligible for federal or state financial aid, you may be
able to pay for some of your higher education expenses using scholarships.




FALME

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE

YES, I'm eligible for federal student aid.

It you are a LS. citizen or eligible noncitizen, the next step is to file your Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

To learn more about how to file a FAFSA, visit FAME's FAFSA seclion or walch this

short video [in Arabic). If you are an eligible noncitizen, you will need to enter your
eight or nine-digit Alien Registration Mumber (ARN) on the FAFSA.

It your parent does not have a Social Security Number, enter all zeros (e.q..
GO00000300) in the Social Security Number question.

It one or more of your parents live aulside the United States, learn more about how
to camplete tha FAFSA. If you are considered a dependent student, you typically
need to provide parent information. Your parents’ specific situation will determine

whose informaltion is required, so review the below information carefully:

» Il your parents are married and one parent lives outside of the United States,
both parents’ information will be needed. Parents will indicate that they are
“Married filing separately.” The U5.-residing parent will include their requested
tax information. The international parent will provide their income and asset
infermation, converted into U5, dollars, and indicate “Foreign Country™ and

“Foreign Tax Return™ where appropriate.

It your parents are not legally married or are divorced, information will be

required only for the parent you reside with in the United States.

It both parents reside outside the United States but continue to provide most of
your financial suppeort, you will provide information for both parents. Your
parents will indicate “Foreign Country™ and “Foreign Tax Return™ where

appropriate.

New Mainer Website —

Eligible for FSA

Important FSA ID Information
One of the first steps when filing a FAFSA is to create an F5AID. The F5A 1D s a

username and password you will use to access and sign your FAFSA. All students
need an F5A ID and ane parent of a dependent student will also need his or her awn
FSAID to sign the FAFSA.

The F5A ID is tied to your Social Security Number. Be sure to write down all of the

information used to create an F5A ID. Use FAME's FSA ID Information Tracking Sheel

to keep track of all F5A 1D information.

For more information on creating an F54 1D, watch this short video. If you speak
Arabic, we've created this video to help with creating and retrieving F5A IDs:

Creating an FSA ID [in Arabic).

College Pathways Worksheet
FAME's College Pathways Worksheet will help keep your planning on track as you
wark through the financial aid and scholarships processes and pursue other options

to pay for college.

Download College Pathways Worksheet [

Hawve you had a change in citizenship status?

It your status has changed from an eligible noncitizen to a LS. citizen, contact the
Social Security Administration (55A) to update your status. If you do not update your
citizenship status with the 554, it could delay your student financial aid. To contact
the 55A call 1-BOO-772-1213 or visit the Social Security Administration™s website at
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Not sure if you're eligible?

If you're not sure of your eligibility, you can use our interactive eligibility questionnaire to hel|
lvou determine your status:

Interactive Eligibility Questionnaire:

1) Are vou a US Citizen?
0 Yes

W Mo

You indicated you are not a U.S. citizen, but you may be an eligible noncitizen.
We'll ask a few more questions to help you find out.

X )Arevou are a U.5. national (include: natives of American Samoa or Swains Island)?
0 Wes

& Mo

3.)Are vou a U5, permanent resident with a Form I-5581_ I-151, or I-551C (Permanent
Resident Card, Resident Alien Card, or Alien Regiztration Feceipt Card), also known az a
“green card™?
View exarmples

o Wes

W Mo

4.) Do you have an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from U.5. Citizen and Immigration
Services (USCIS) showing one of the following statozes?

Refuges

Asylurn granted

Cuban-Haitian Entrant

“Conditional Entrant™ (valid only ¥ isswed before April 1, 1960)

“Parglee” (you must be parcled for et least one year, and you must e able to provide evidence

from the USCIS that you are in the United States for other than & temporary purpose with the

Iintention of becoming a LS. citizen or permanent resident).

o Yes

W Mo

New Mainer Website —
Unsure of Eligibility?
Not sure if eligible for

Federal Student Aid?
Use this tool!

5.) Do vou hold a T nonimmigrant status (“T-viza™) (for victims of human trafficking) or
does your parent hold a T-1 nonimmisrant statuz?

O Yes

& Ma
G.) Are vou a “battered immigrant-qualified alien™ who is a victim of abusze by your citizen
or permanent-rezident spouze, or are you the child of a perzon deziznated a: such under
the Viclence Against Women Act (VAWA)?

O Yes

& Mo

T.}Are vou a citizen of the Federated State: of Micronesia, the Republic of the Alarshall
Izlands, or the Fepublic of Palan?

O Yes

& Ma

Based on your answers, it appears you're not eligible for federal financial aid
at this time, but you still have some options.

Check out our resources and next steps for ineligible students.
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Not Eligible for Federal

Student Aid
= School Choice
= Resources to Explore
= Pay As You Go

= Employer Educations
Benefits

NO, I'm not eligible for federal student aid at this time.

Even if you are not eligible for federal student aid, other options do exist. Consider
the following:

School Choice

Altend a school that has policies and funding dedicated to supporting students who
ara not eligible for federal student aid funds. Here are some guestions to ask when
researching schools.

If the schiool you are planning to attend offers funding to DACA students or other
students who are not eligible for federal student aid, ask them how to apply for those
funds. In some cases, and if you have a Social Security Number, the school may want
you to complete a FAFSA_

Resources to Explore

« USM's Promise Scholarship is open to asylum seekers under certain

circumstances. Coantact Daniel Barton for more information.

# The Adult Learner Scholarship is for nontraditional students and supports a

range of training, including two- and four-year degreaas, certificates, and other
non-degraa programs.

« Learn more about admission policies, financial aid, and scholarships for

undocumented students.
« Additionally, scholarships are available to students in many differant situations,
including asylum seekers or others who are ineligible for federal stedent aid.

FAME has compiled a list of scholarships new Mainers may be eligible for.

Pay As You Go

Pay as you go by attending school part-time, ideally with the help of scholarships,
payment plans, and possible limited funding frem the school. Most schools have
payment plans that allow you to spread the cost of your course(s) over several
payments throughout a semester or school year, making paying lor classes easier to

manage.

Employer Education Benefits

Work for an employer that provides education assistance for their employees. Some

employers will cover a portion af your tuition or help support your educational goals
in other ways.

Start by contacting your employer's Human Resources office and asking them these

questions about employer education benefits.
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Scholarship Amount Deadline Eligibility Course of Study
Scholarshi —
c O a rs Ips Federation of Palestinian and Palestini

Ramallah 8090 i American students Ay

= Local high school or e
gu idance office E?Jgiif $500 May 1 Must be a Maine resident Any
= College financial aid office wiratc o e AOwHmmoMazy

Fund $20,000 website
permanent resident unless

= Employer/parent employer

Avesta residents who are enrolling
in a post-secondary program.

u Fa it h b a S e d i n St i t u t i O n As . Ho_.l.::l_nq $1,000 May 9 Eligible programs include college, Any

trade school, and certificate

programs,

" LO Ca | S e rVi C e O rga n i Zat i O n Offers three different worldwide

essay contests: Anthem (for 8th-
12th grade students);
A'y: Rand Essay Varies w:::ite Fountainhead (for 11th & 12th Any
Contests grade students), and Atlas
Shrugged (for 12th grade, college,
and graduate students).

Available to applicants who
demonstrate activism in the

Davis-Putter struggle to achieve civil rights,

to $10,000 April 1 SRR ¢ A
Scholarship Fund opto prs economic justice, international ny
solidarity, and/or other
progressive causes.
Awards four (4) $5,000
g 3 scholarships annually: three to
Fedpoint Nursing See ; A .
s 2 hool %
nolarshig $5,000 website graduating high school seniors Nursing

and one nontraditional
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Common Types of
Evaluations

=  Course-by-Course Credential
Evaluation

= Educational Credential
Evaluation

= Professional Work
Experience Evaluation

New Mainer Website —
Credential Evaluation

Credential and Professional Work Experience
Evaluations

Do you have a degree or certificate from your home country? What about professional work
experience earned before coming to the U.5.? If so, you may be able to use your credential or

work experience in the United States for work or schooling.

If you have a degree or certificate, a credential evaluation can be completed In a credential
evaluation, a third party assesses your academic or skill-related credentials earned outside
the LL.5. and compares them to those earned in the U.5. If you have professional work
experience, that experience can be evaluated in combination with your academic experience
to see whether they meet the equivalent of a bachelor’s degree. The type of evaluation

needed depends on your plans and goals.

Three Common Types of Evaluations

Course-by-Course Credential Evaluation

This type of evaluation is needed for college admissions and may also be used for professional
licensing and certification. This evaluation will include a description of your courses, credit
hours, grades, degrees, and overall academic performance in terms of the US. educational
system.

Educational Credential Evaluation

This is a document-by-document evaluation used in employment and immigration matters. It
is also used for university admission when transfer credit is not expected. This option lists the
previous institutions you've attended and the credentials you've earned including their U.S

equivalent degree.

Professional Work Experience Evaluation

A professional work experience evaluation assesses your work and academic history in order
to determine if it meets the bachelor’s degree equivalency. This type of evaluation is mainly
for immigration purposes, most commonly for individuals applying for a H-1B visa.
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Evaluation Tips

Be sure the evaluation
service is a member of
the National Association
of Credential Evaluation
Services

Questions or more
support needed? Contact
the New Mainers
Resource Center!

New Mainer Website —
Credential Evaluation

Considerations Before Having a Degree Evaluated

Is credential evaluation necessary?

The value of a professional credential is highly job- and field-specific. In some fields, a
credential is a basic requirement. In others, it is a "nice to have” that is not necessary for
advancement. It is important to ask guestions and understand which credentials are truly

required in an individual's field.

Who should I talk to before pursuing an evaluation?

You'll want to talk to one of the following based on your plans and what you want to pursue:

* Higher Education
Schools have different requirements for credential evaluation. Start by talking with the
school you want to attend. The school's admissions office or international students’ office
should be able to offer more information about their requirements.

* Work
It may not be necessary to obtain a credential evaluation. Talk to employers and people
in your industry to learn more about their requirements. Make sure your resumé clearly
states whether you have a credential evaluation.

* Professional Licensing
License requirements vary from state to state. Before you have your degree or certificate
reviewed for a professional license, confirm the requirements of the professional board in

your state.

Where can I find a reputable credential evaluation service?

There are unreliable and fraudulent services that advertise widely on the web. It is important
to research credential evaluation companies to ensure they are reputable and ethical. One
useful indicator is whether the company is a member of the Mational Association of Credential
Evaluation Services. For example, the University of Southern Maine only accepts evaluations

that are completed by an agency that is a current member of NACES.

The New Mainers Resource Center at Portland Adult Education provides support to

immigrants seeking to have credential translation and evaluation. For more information,

contact:

New Mainers Resource Center
14 Locust Street

Portland, ME 04101

Tel: 207-874-8155

Fax: 207-773-0151
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Credential Evaluation
Financial Assistance

= New!! Foreign
Credentialing Grant
Program

= Foreign Credentialing and
Skills Recognition
Revolving Loan Program
(Foreign Credentialing
Loan)

New Mainer Website —
Credential Evaluation

Is there assistance to help pay for credentialing expenses?

Yes, FAME offers two programs to assist with these expenses.

The Foreign Credentialing Grant Program provides grants of up to 5700 to assist eligible
Maine residents with the costs associated with obtaining a foreign credential evaluation in
order to access higher education, employment, or professional certification in the U.S. Funds

are limited and grants will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.

Foreign Credentialing Grant Program -

The Foreign Credentialing and Skills Recognition Revolving Loan Program (Foreign
Credentialing Loan) provides small loans to qualified immigrants living in Maine who are not
yet eligible to work in the United States. Loans for up to $700 are available to help cover
costs associated with translating credentials and other expenses involved in becoming

eligible to work in Maine

The Foreign Credentialing and Skills Recognition Revolving Loan Program (Foreign
Credentialing Loan) provides small loans to qualified immigrants living in Maine who are not
yet eligible to work in the United States. Loans for up to $700 are available to help cover
costs associated with translating credentials and other expenses involved in becoming

eligible to work in Maine.
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Foreign Credentialing Grant

) o Foreign Credentialing Grant Program
Fo re Ign c rEd e nt I a I I ng The Foreign Credentialing Grant Program (Foreign Credentialing Grant) provides grants to

assist eligible Maine residents with certain costs associated with obtaining a foreign

G ra nt ( Ia u n c h ed 2/ 1/23) credential evaluation in order to access higher education, employment, or professional

certification in the U.5.

Funds are limited and grants will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. Applications

= C iated
Ove rs COStS aSSOCIate will be accepted as long as funds are available. The maximum grant award is $700 or the total
.t h bt . . f . credential evaluation expense, whichever is less.
WI O a I n I n g a O re Ig n This program, administered by FAME in partnership with the Maine Community Foundation, is
H H separate and distinct from the Foreign Credentialing and Skills Recegnition Reveolving Loan
credential evaluation

Program administered by FAME.

= Maximum grant of $700

. How Do I Apply?
" O pe n to a ny M a I n e 1. Before starting the application, download and review the application guidelines and

checklist.

reS I d e nt Wlt h a fo re Ig n 2. The application for the Foreign Credentialing Grant Program is online only. You will not be

able to save an application in progress and return to it later—once you begin the application,

C re d e nt i a | t h at n ee d S to you'll need to complete it. Before you begin, have all of the documents required to

complete your application in a format ready to upload (e.g., photo, scan, PDF):

be eva | u ated # A copy of your valid government issued photo identificatien (e.g., U.S. driver’s

license, passport, permanent resident card);

# Documentation of the expense the grant will be used to cover (e.g., receipt, invoice,

= Funds are limited — first E—

3. The program application link below will direct you to FAME's online application system.

Come’ fi rSt SerVEd 4. Complete and submit the online application along with all of the required

documents listed above. Applications submitted without all of the required documents

will be considered incomplete.

Foreign Credentialing Grant Application [
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Foreign Credentialing
Loan

= Available to immigrants
living in Maine who are
not yet eligible to work in
the U.S.

= Covers costs associated
with becoming work-
ready

= Maximum loan of S700

Foreign Credentialing and Skills
Recognition Revolving Loan Program

The Fareign Credentialing and 5kills Recognition Revolving Loan Program (Foreign
Credentialing Loan) provides small loans to assist eligible immigrants living in Maine who are

not yet eligible to work in the United States.

Loans for up to 5700 are available to help pay for the costs associated with the process of
becoming work-ready while waiting for issuance of a work permit by federal immigration

authorities.

Funds are limited and will be awarded on a lirst-come, lirst-served basis. The lifetime

maximum for this loan is 5700 currently.

Loans are not subject to interest but are subject to a loan origination fee of 5%, due to the

Finance Authority of Maine ([FAME], which will be added to the loan proceeds.

How Do I Apply?

1. Before starting the application, download and review the application guidelines and

2. The application for the Foreign Credentialing Loan Program is online only. ¥ou will not be
able to save an application in progress and refurn to it lafer-once you beagin the application,
you'll need to complete it. Before you begin, have all of the documents reguired to
complete your application in a format ready to upload (e.g., photo, scan, PDF):

= A copy of identification documentation, such as a passport (biographic data page
anly ), consular identification card, or other government-issued identification
documentation, even il expired;

= Invoices or screenshots of expenses that the loan funds will be used to cover;

= Either a copy your USCIS receipt (electronic or paper receipt) for filing USCIS Form
I-T65 with an eligibility category beginning with C, or if you are an asylum seeher and
your USCIS Form 1-589 has been pending for less than 150 days, a copy of the USCIS
Form |-58% filing receipt.

3. The program application link below will direct you to FAME™ online application system.

4. Complete and submit the online application along with all of the reguired
documents listed above. Applications submitted without all of the reguired documents

will be considerad incompleta.

The application may be filed directly by you or, at your reguest, by an adult education
program of a school administrative unit that provides English as a second language, job skills,

or other instruction or assistance to improve your work readiness.

If you are loaned funds, you may be asked to answer additional guestions or provide receipls

as prool of use of funds.

Foreign Credentialing Loan Application [
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FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE . .
Organizational Resources

= Gateway Community = Portland Adult Education
Services (PAE)

= Hope Acts = Portland Public

= Learning Works Schools: Multilingual and

= Maine Youth Action Multicultural Center

Network = The Root Cellar
= My Place Teen Center " Tree Street Youth
= New Mainers Resource " Youth & Community

Center Engagement



FﬂM E New Mainer Website —

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE
FAQ

FAFSA Related Questions and Answer:
= Am | eligible to receive federal student aid?

= As an eligible noncitizen, is there any additional information |
need to provide when completing the FAFSA?

= As an undocumented student or DACA student, can | file the
FAFSA?

= As an eligible noncitizen, what will | need to complete the
FAFSA?

= One or both of my parents live outside of the United States. Do
| need to include their financial information?

= How do you represent income from a foreign tax return?



F“M E How Floreka Can Help!

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE

One-on-one appointments
Classroom presentations

College application assistance
Scholarship application assistance

Credential evaluation grant
application help

Navigating resources and more

Floreka Malual

(she/her)

College Planning Advisor
(207) 620-3530

Email Floreka




F“M E How Floreka Can Help!

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE

Services provide by Floreka and the FAME team:

Available to help students complete the FAFSA

One-on-one meetings to discuss college planning, financial aid, or
scholarships

Animated videos specifically for New Mainers, including a couple
narrated in Arabic!

Partner with Portland and Deering High Schools to offer ELL FAFSA
Help sessions in October

Work with students to connect them to organizations supporting
New Mainers

Classroom presentations and support for students, with a focus on
New Mainer students



FALME

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE

Questions?



F“M E March’s Wednesday

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE WEbinar

So, There’s Money Left to Pay

For most families, the financial aid offered doesn’t cover the
total bill owed to the college. Sometimes this can be a
startling number for families. In this webinar, we’ll discuss
ways to pay that remaining balance and provide tips to help
your students create a plan to pay.

March 8, 2023
1:00 PM
Register



https://famemaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MDseUmlDQDWsr8AKzTpllw

FALME

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE

Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at
FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us:

000006

Contact Us: Education@FAMEmaine.com

PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734
TTY: 207-626-2717
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