


Agenda

Determining dependency status —
IS the student independent?

* Dependency status questions
Special circumstances
Definition of parent

Changes and appeals



The FAFSA asks a series of questions in
section 3 “Dependency Status” that
determines if they move on to section 4 & 5
(Parent information) or skips past parent info
Into section 6 “Student Financials”



Determining Dependency Status

= The “easy” questions are already answered (“are you over 24” “are
you working on a master’s/doctorate degree”) in Section 1




Children &
Dependents Questions

= Have children and
provide more than half
their support?

= Have dependents (other
than spouse and
children) and provide
more than half their
support?




= Active-duty military for
purposes other than
training

* National Guard or
Reserves only if they were
called up to active Federal
duty

= Veteran

 Has engaged in the active
duty in the United States
Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marines, or Coast Guard;
and was released under a
condition other than
dishonorable.




Orphan, foster care,
dependent/ward of the court

 No living parent
(biological or adoptive)
at any time since
turning age 13

4 In foster care at any time
since turning age 13

A ward of the court at
any time since turning
age 13




= Emancipated minor
* As determined by a

court in your state
of legal residence

= Legal guardianship

Does someone
other than your

parent or stepparent
have legal
guardianship of you
as determined by a
court in your state
of legal residence?




Homelessness

If experiencing homelessness but
living with and/or receiving
support from parents, students
will answer NO to this question
because they are not an
unaccompanied homeless youth.

For the 2023-24 FAFSA

https://studentaid.gov/help/student-homelessness-questions



https://studentaid.gov/help/student-homelessness-questions

Homelessness

Then will continue on to student financial questions and finish the FAFSA.




Homelessness




Homelessness

Then will continue on to student financial questions and finish the FAFSA.



Homelessness

= The student must follow up with a financial aid
administrator (FAA) must make this determination.

= Documentation that an FAA may consider includes
(but not limited to):

Local school district personnel

State homeless education coordinators

Staff from college access programs (TRIO, GEAR UP)

Mental health professionals, social workers, doctors, and

clergy



Homelessness

= The determination may be based on a documented interview with
the student and a financial aid administrator iIf no written
documentation available.

= Dear Colleague Letter (GEN-15-16)

 “If the Institution has no conflicting information about the status of
the student, the institution should not request additional
documentation.”

 Documentation only needs to include whether or not student is
nomeless or at risk — not why



Questions?



Special Circumstances

Example of special circumstances: Situations that are not special
. The parents are incarcerated circumstances: (for FAFSA purposes)

. Student does not know where « Parents do not want to provide

, Information
parents are and is unable to
contact them » Parents refuse to help pay for
| college
e Student left home due to abusive  Parents do not claim student as
environment dependent on income taxes
« Student does not live with the
parents

If student has special circumstances, they can request the Financial Aid Office consider them for a
Dependency Override (not provide parental information on the FAFSA)



Special Circumstances

Students should reach out to the Financial Aid
Office to document their situation

Documentation might be

Court or law enforcement documents

Letters from a clergy member, social
worker or medical authority

Letters from a school counselor

A dependency override from another
college in same year

A signed statement from the student
and/or family member familiar with
situation

Page 65 Application and Verification Guide



Financial Aid Office

~inancial aid administrator makes the final determination
Decision cannot be appealed to US Dept. of Education
Decision made at one college may differ from another college
May have to provide documentation each year




Questions?



O

Special Circumstances/
Unsubsidized Loan Only

If the student has no special circumstances and
can’t provide parent information — they are
typically not eligible for federal aid.

However, student may be eligible for Unsubsidized
Loan only.

Application and Verification Guide (Pg. 64):
Dependent students whose parents refuse to support them are
not eligible for a dependency override, but they may be able to
receive dependent level unsubsidized Direct Loans only.

For a student to be eligible for this provision you must get
documentation
(1)that his or her parents refuse to complete the FAFSA and
(2) that they do not and will not provide any financial support
to him or her (include the date support ended).

If the parents refuse to sign and date a statement to this effect,
you must get documentation from a third party (the student is not
sufficient), such as a teacher, counselor, cleric, or court.



Special Circumstances/
Unsubsidized Loan Only

= |f approved the student can access the Unsubsidized Direct Student Loan in
the amount up to the maximum for their grade level



Free Community College

https://www.mccs.me.edu/freecollege/



https://www.mccs.me.edu/freecollege/

Questions?



Who Qualifies as Parent?

Who is considered a parent
 Biological parents
* Adoptive parents

« Stepparents, if they are married
to the student’s biological or
adoptive parent




FAFSA Is a Snapshot

 Much of the information iIs “as of the
day the FAFSA s filed,” except for
Income.

e 2021 income information will always
be used when initially filing the
2023-2024 FAFSA.




Parent Marital Status

Marital status must reflect status on the day
the FAFSA is filed.

* Information needed is based on current
marital status:

o If currently married, but not
married for 2021 tax year

— Provide income/assets for both
parent (parent student lived
with most during the last 12
months) and new stepparent.

— Manually add income from both
tax returns and other sources.




Parent Marital Status

e [Information needed Is based on current
marital status:

o If currently separated/divorced, but
married for 2021 tax year

—Provide income/assets for only one
parent (parent student lived with
most during the last 12 months).

—Use the IRS tax table or Tax Rate
Schedule (preferable) or pro-rate to
determine taxes.




Changes and Appeals

= Income appeals:

* Income is no longer reflective of situation when FAFSA filed or
changes after the FAFSA is filed:

o Remember, 2021 income always used when initially filing the
2023-2024 FAFSA.

o Income may change after the FAFSA is filed.

o If iIncome on FAFSA no longer reflective of current situation,
contact the school to discuss.

o Do not update the FAFSA — Contact the Financial Aid Office




Changes and Appeals

Contact school to discuss (changes and appeals won’t always impact aid eligibility):

« Changes that occur after the FAFSA has been filed:
o Marital status changes
o Death of parent

* Also contact school to discuss items that aren’t on the FAFSA:
o Significant medical expenses
o Other nondiscretionary expenses
o Parent in college at least half-time
o Parent educational loan payments

= Families should be prepared to but details in writing and document the situation.



What Students Can Do Now

Encourage students to file the FAFSA early (After October 15t each year)
o Counselors and partners — are you signed up for access to FAME’s FAFSA portal?

Encourage students to be proactive with the Financial Aid Office in these situations
o Find out the process and start gathering paperwork now!

Make sure student gathers all necessary documentation
o Copies can be obtained but sometimes takes time

Have the student seek help filing the FAFSA (from FAME): FAMEmaine.com/Contact

Use Swift Student website to build your letter to the financial aid office: https://formswift.com/swift-student



https://formswift.com/swift-student

Questions?

FAMEmaine.com/Events



Thank you for joining us today! Find more FREE resources and
iInformation at FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow us:

OCoy

Contact: education@FAMEmaine.com
PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734 TTY: 207-626-2717
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