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FAFSA on the Web 
2017-2018 



 Today’s Agenda 
• The FSA ID  
• Filing the 2017-2018 FAFSA  
• How to Complete the FAFSA – Special Circumstances 

 

  Let’s start by talking about the  
FSA ID! 

Today’s Agenda 



 The FSA ID allows students to access FSA Web 
sites, including FAFSA on the Web.   
 It is also the fastest way for students and parents 

to sign the FAFSA.   
 An FSA ID is made up of a username and 

password and can be created at fsaid.ed.gov. 
 

The FSA ID 



 Go to: fsaid.ed.gov 
 

 As with the retired 
PIN, EVERY STUDENT 
and ONE PARENT of 
a dependent student 
will need an FSA ID 
to sign the FAFSA 
electronically. 
 

 Select ‘Create An 
FSA ID’ 

 

Creating an FSA ID 



 It is recommended that students and parents 
obtain FSA IDs ahead of time. 
 Each FSA ID takes about 10 minutes to create. 
 If a student is ready to do the FAFSA but doesn’t 

have an FSA ID, have the student create the FSA 
as the first step in the FAFSA process.  
 

The FSA ID 



 Critical that information being entered is correct 
(especially name, social security number, and 
date of birth)! 
 Write down the information used when creating 

the FSA ID (use FAME’s FSA ID Information 
Tracking Sheet). 
 An email address can only be used once (student 

and parent can’t use the same email address). 

FSA ID Tips 

http://www.famemaine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/FSA-ID_InfoTrackingSheetwithTips.pdf
http://www.famemaine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/FSA-ID_InfoTrackingSheetwithTips.pdf


 Students shouldn’t use their high school email 
address if they have an alternative. 
 It is important to have access to email when 

creating the FSA ID 
• Secure code can be sent (and then retrieved and 

entered) resulting in a verified email. 
• Having a verified email will make retrieval of 

username and passwords easier. 

 
 

FSA ID Tips 



 The FSA ID can be used immediately to access 
and sign the FAFSA. 
 However, the FSA ID can’t be used to update or 

correct the FAFSA or enter any other FSA 
websites until it has been verified with the Social 
Security Administration (1-3 days). 

 

 
 

FSA ID Tips 



Filing a FAFSA 

 Now to the FAFSA! 

 

             FAFSA.gov 
 
 



FAFSA.gov 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Click here 
to start a 

new FAFSA. 

After 
beginning 
a FAFSA, 
you will 

click here 
for the 

remainder 
of the 
year. 



Login Page 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Click on 
“Enter your 

– the 
student’s -  
FSA ID” 

 
 



Login Page 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
If student 

doesn’t have 
an FSA ID, 

click on 
Create an 

FSA ID. 
 

If student has 
an FSA ID, 

enter it here. 
 
 



My FAFSA Page 

Select  
2017-2018 



Get Started 

The Save 
Key is a 

temporary 
password 
which is 

only 
needed if 
you don’t 
complete 
the FAFSA 

is  one 
sitting.  



Introduction and Information 



Student Information 

Pre-populates 
First and Last 
Name, SSN, 
and DOB. 

 
Double check 

that the 
information is 

correct. 
 

Email listed here 
will receive 

notifications from 
the Department 
of Education. 



Student Eligibility 

If check eligible 
noncitizen, 

additional fields 
appear. 

Only asks if 
student checked 

“Male” on 
previous page. 

Answer about 
biological or 

adoptive parent 
(not stepparent). 



Student Eligibility 



Student Eligibility 

Select the 
correct school 

from the 
options. 



School Selection 

Search for 
the college 
using one or 
more of the 

criteria. 

Student can 
enter the 

school code 
instead. 



School Selection 



School Selection 

Select 
housing 
status. 



Dependency Status 

Starts with 
just a few 

questions and 
adds more if 
the answer 
continues to 

be no to each 
question – 11 

total. 

Unless the 
student can 

answer “Yes” to 
one of these 
questions, the 
student must 

provide parent 
information. 



Dependency Status 



Dependency Status Results 



Parent Demographic Information 

See 
definition 
of who is 

considered 
a parent 

on the next 
slide. 



Parent Information 



Parent Financial Information 



Parent Financial Information 



Parent Financial Information 

These 
fields 
are pre-
filled 
based 
on 
FAFSA 
response
s 



Parent Financial Information 



Parent Financial Information 



Parent Financial Information 



Parent Financial Information 



Parent Financial Information 

Be sure to 
exclude the 
value of the 

primary 
residence, 
retirement 

accounts, small 
family 

businesses, and 
personal 

possessions. 

When box is 
checked, a 

brief 
description 

appears and 
student is 

prompted to 
enter a dollar 

amount. 



Parent Financial Information 

Here I went back 
and reduced income 
to demonstrate how 

the screen is 
different depending 

on parent income 
and other factors. 



Student Financial Information 



Signature Page 

If student 
signed in 
with an 
FSA ID, 

s/he will 
only need 
to agree 
and click 
on sign! 



Signature Page 

Indicate 
which parent 
is going to 
sign and 

information 
will pre-fill. 

Parent can 
link to 

“Create an 
FSA ID” if 

parent 
doesn’t have 

one yet. 

Submit the 
FAFSA!! 



Confirmation Page 
If parent has 

another 
student that 

needs to 
complete a 
FAFSA, click 

here. 

Only Pell 
and Direct 

Loan 
eligibility will 

be listed – 
all other 
types can 
only be 

determined 
by the 

individual  
schools 

EFC is 
provided 

here. 



My FAFSA page after processing 

Click here to 
make 

updates 
and/or 

corrections. 

Application 
status 

Click here 
to view 
Student 

Aid Report 
(SAR). 



Special Circumstances 

 
 

Special Circumstances 
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Special Circumstances 

 
 

Special Circumstances – 
Unsubsidized Loan Only 
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Homeless Circumstance 

 
 

Certain Homeless 
Circumstance 
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Finance Authority of Maine 
5 Community Drive 
P.O. Box 949 
Augusta, ME  04332 
1-800-228-3734 
TTY:  207-626-2717 
education@FAMEmaine.com 
 
FAMEmaine.com 

Questions? 

mailto:education@FAMEmaine.com
http://www.famemaine.com/
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