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What’s Changing 

 Two Changes 
• Earlier FAFSA Availability 

o 2017–18 FAFSA available Oct. 1, 2016 
o Change to October 1 availability is permanent 

• Earlier Year of Income Information Required 
o For 2017-2018 FAFSA, 2015 income information 

required 

 
 
 



What’s Changing 

 
 
 



Why the Changes? 

 Longer timeframe to complete the FAFSA 
• 3 extra months  
• FAFSA and college admissions applications 

can now be completed at the same time 
 Easier to complete the FAFSA 

• No need to estimate tax information 
• IRS Data Retrieval Tool available immediately 
• No need to update income information 

 
 

 
 



Why the Changes? 

 More time to evaluate financial aid offers  
• Verification can be completed earlier. 
• Award letters may be available earlier 

(hopefully!). 
• More time to compare financial aid award 

prior to the May 1 decision day. 
 
 

 
 



Common Questions 

 
 

 
 

 Will deadlines be earlier? 
• Don’t know for sure, so keep these things in mind: 

o Check (and recheck in September) deadlines for 
each school on the school’s website. 

o State of Maine Grant deadline for 2017-2018 will 
remain May 1. 

• Encourage students to file as soon as possible 
o Some schools award aid first-come, first-served - no 

downside to filing early. 
o Students can add additional colleges after the 

FAFSA is filed. 
 



Common Questions 

 
 

 
 

 Will 2016–17 FAFSA info be carried over to 
Renewal FAFSA? 
• No - too much could have changed. 
• IRS DRT provides easy importation of data to 

keep process quick. 
 



Common Questions 

 
 

 
 

 Can a student choose to report 2016 
information? 
• No - student does not have a choice of which 

year (must use 2015 on the 2017-2018 
FAFSA). 

• Student must report information for the year 
asked for on the FAFSA.  

• Certain items on FAFSA are “as of today,” so 
read each question and fill out accordingly. 

 
 



Common Questions 

 
 

 
 

 Does that mean that current college students who 
filed a 2016-2017 FAFSA will use 2015 income 
information two years in a row? 
• Yes – for this transition period only, the same 

income information (2015 tax year) is being 
use two years in a row. 

• To avoid conflicting information, students and 
parents should use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, 
if possible, for both years. 



Common Questions 

 
 

 
 

 What if income has changed significantly since 
2015? 
• 2015 income information must be used on the 

2017-2018 FAFSA, even if changes have 
occurred. 

• If income is now significantly different, contact 
the Financial Aid Office to discuss further. 

 



Common Questions 

 
 

 
 

 Will students receive aid offers earlier if they 
apply earlier? 
• Maybe, but we don’t know for sure.  
• Students need to be offered admission before 

an aid offer will be sent. 
• Timeframes will vary by school. 
• Early aid offers will likely be estimates (Pell 

amounts not released until early 2017 and 
tuition rates may not be set). 

 
 



Steps to Prepare for Changes 

 Many high schools had spring Financial Aid 
Nights – thank you! 
 September 

• Encourage/remind students and parents to get 
their FSA ID (username and password). Share 
FAME’s FSA ID Tracking Worksheet 

• Explain that the FAFSA will be available soon.  
• Encourage students and families to be ready to 

file early - best way to maximize financial aid. 
• Share information on FAME’s FAFSA Lab locations 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.famemaine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/FSA-ID-Info-tracking-and-steps-and-tips-to-create.pdf


Resources to Help You Prepare 

 
 
 FAME 

• FAMEmaine.com 
oEarly FAFSA  
oFiling the FAFSA 

• Social Media 
oFacebook.com/FAME Education 
oTwitter.com/FAME Education 

 

http://www.famemaine.com/education/audiences/k-12-higher-ed-professional/early-fafsa-coming-october-1-2016/
http://www.famemaine.com/education/topics/filing-the-fafsa/resources-for-education-professionals/


Resources to Help You Prepare 

 
 
 Federal Student Aid 

• FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov/fafsa-changes 
• Social Media 

oTwitter.com/FAFSA 
oFacebook.com/FederalStudentAid 
oYouTube.com/FederalStudentAid 

 

http://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/announcement-detail.jsp?id=2017-18-fafsa-changes
http://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/announcement-detail.jsp?id=2017-18-fafsa-changes
http://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/announcement-detail.jsp?id=2017-18-fafsa-changes


Resources to Help You Prepare 

 
 

 Federal Student Aid Webinar Training 
• National Training for Counselors  
   and Mentors (NT4CM)  
• Thursday, August 18  
• 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 
• Click here to register 

http://fsaregistration.ed.gov/events/national-training-for-counselors-and-mentors-nt4cm-webinar/event-summary-6a1994032f874f5ebdc06ab2df09080e.aspx


Completing the FAFSA –  
 

     Use the IRS Data  

Retrieval Tool (DRT) Initially 



Use the IRS DRT Initially 

 The 2017-2018 FAFSA will require 2015 
income information - already processed! 
 The IRS DRT will be available when the FAFSA 

is released on October 1. 
 Both parents and students can potentially use 

the IRS DRT if 2015 taxes were filed. 
 



Use the IRS DRT Initially 

 Encourage applicants to use the IRS DRT when 
originally filing the FAFSA 
• Easier to complete the FAFSA 
• Helps prevent conflicting information 
• Financial aid offices have to resolve 

conflicting information 



Use the IRS DRT Initially 

 Conflicting Information: 
• If IRS DRT was used in either year with no 

changes, institutions can assume that the values 
are correct and submit corrections to the other 
year’s ISIR information (unless tax return was 
amended).  

• As students complete FAFSA, real-time warnings 
will appear if income or tax amounts being 
input for 2017-18 differ from the amount(s) 
reported for 2016-17. 



Who Can’t Use the IRS DRT? 

 Who Can’s Use the IRS DRT? 
• Parents with all zeroes or first three digits of 666 for 

SSN; 
• Any student or parent who indicated on the FAFSA 

they did not file a tax return; 
• Married individuals who filed as “Married Filing 

Separately” or “Head of Household” or unmarried 
parents who are living together and filing separate 
tax returns; 

• Those who have filed an amended tax return; or 
• Parents or students who file a foreign or Puerto Rican 

tax return. 
 



IRS Data Retrieval  

 The IRS DRT is available within the Financial 
Section for both parents and students, if 
applicable. 
 Remember, within the FAFSA, you can’t skip over 

sections initially (skip logic requires questions to 
be answered in sequence). 
 Once a section is completed, you can go 

backwards or forward. 



IRS Data Retrieval 

This option 
wouldn’t appear 
if yes had been 
the answer to 

any of the 
questions above. 



IRS Data Retrieval 

This option 
wouldn’t appear 
if yes had been 
the answer to 

any of the 
questions above. 



IRS Data Retrieval 



IRS Data Retrieval 

It is very important 
that individuals 
have a copy of 
their tax return 
with them so that 
the address can be 
entered exactly! 



IRS Data Retrieval 

Once the 
information 

is found, 
here is what 
you will see. 

Once box is checked, 
the “Transfer Now” 
button can be clicked 



IRS Data Retrieval 

 
 

You will be 
able to see 

which 
questions 

were 
updated 
with data 

from the IRS 

Be sure to 
update 
wages! 



Completing the Financial Section 

 Finish providing parent income information. 
 If asked about assets, keep in mind that the 

value reported is “as of today.”  
 If student income information is required, student  

can also use the IRS DRT if filed taxes for 2015. 



Next Steps 

 No need to go back and update income 
information. 
 However, still very important to review the 

Student Aid Report (SAR) to make sure: 
• All necessary information was provided; 
• No mistakes or information entered 

incorrectly; and 
• Aware of any follow up or next steps. 



Questions? 



Finance Authority of Maine 
5 Community Drive 
P.O. Box 949 
Augusta, ME  04332 
1-800-228-3734 
education@FAMEmaine.com 
 
FAMEmaine.com 

Questions? 

mailto:education@FAMEmaine.com
http://www.famemaine.com/
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