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Get Ready to File the FAFSA 
It’s Almost Time! 

          LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:  FAME Education 
for weekly scholarship and financial aid information  

 



FAFSA Changes 

 The 2017–18 FAFSA available Oct. 1, 2016 
o Change to October 1 availability is permanent 

 Earlier Year of Income Information Required 
o For 2017-2018 FAFSA, 2015 income information 

required 

 
 
 



Great Chart to Share 

 
 
 



Get Ready to File 

 Get FSA IDs now! 
• STRONGLY encourage students and parents to 

get their FSA ID (username and password) ahead 
of time 

• All students need an FSA ID 
• Dependent students will also need one parent to 

have an FSA ID to: 
oUse the IRS Data Retrieval Tool  
oSign the FAFSA  
 

 
 



Get Ready to File 

 Get FSA IDs now! 
• Benefit of getting FSA ID ahead of time: 

oSSA will verify info; if problem, time to 
resolve 

oWhen student signs in using his/her FSA ID, 
student name, SSN, and DOB will be 
prepopulated 
 

 
 



Get Ready to File 

 Get FSA IDs now! 
• Go to fsaid.ed.gov to create an FSA ID and 

use FAME's FSA ID Information Tracking Sheet 
to keep track of FSA ID information  

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tEK9uxcOu9wB0jYgoVqar_FmujmzhzyB6t8QUMjoDuoRZRmDs_H2bwKKnwWAqOqCxRylq7eDKFDVwMg-C1qxwqKgrNQ94exnk7V7ESghReNq2Jr-V6GmC7gKi-9hL_xtmqzAEu3fgg6YHJgu_U09nlUplX5663_XUak9UT12ai6Mp-P1EV5kIv3TPw70vcHa&c=hKc5ilkyPZvInxuN70cGB2kQxEWrbTV1nimRfaqZAgUXyJgKTorqkg==&ch=YdSW1Fynb5cmwYestSBpXRhvjYz_V9hQqoGjae9olekVdO2D49_G9Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tEK9uxcOu9wB0jYgoVqar_FmujmzhzyB6t8QUMjoDuoRZRmDs_H2b3PF4MWctz4SMQ2iFBkp_u829QMLbyKs1MauGZOv_Ro0A0n_ziVwc64cfM64BkaBauATRd5dmgSmUt_KoEjDC9KlUnt2oGv_fNXq_MQFM1udQ5ZLvwKnx-2o-U-Rcx8hXTYB3rGCKp452yGiKhKbpnw7IMzInAHWKB8-pD-dFOVgiQZJvHjqO8j47bQwKFuLmyMJxTtXLgi3l1oR08t4Qec=&c=hKc5ilkyPZvInxuN70cGB2kQxEWrbTV1nimRfaqZAgUXyJgKTorqkg==&ch=YdSW1Fynb5cmwYestSBpXRhvjYz_V9hQqoGjae9olekVdO2D49_G9Q==


Important Messages 

 Encourage students to file the FAFSA early 

• Still unsure about school deadlines  
• Some schools award aid on a first-come, first-

served basis 
• No downside to filing early 
• Must list one school but can add additional 

schools after the FAFSA has been filed 
 
 



Important Messages 

 Encourage families to use the IRS Data Retrieval 
Tool (DRT) 
• The 2017-18 FAFSA requires 2015 federal 

income information 
• Most of those required to file taxes will be able 

to use IRS DRT 
• To retrieve information, mailing address must be 

entered exactly as shown on the tax return  
oRecommend having 2015 federal income tax 

return(s) available when completing the FAFSA 
 
 



Important Messages 

 IRS DRT and the impact on verification: 
• According to Federal Student Aid (Jeff Baker): 

o“Applicants who use IRS DRT are very, very, 
very, very unlikely to be selected for 
verification” 

 Keep in mind… 
 Certain information (assets) is “as of today,” 

so read each question and fill out accordingly 
 
 



Important Messages 

 Important info for 2016-2017 FAFSA filers: 
• No renewal option this year 
• Avoid providing conflicting income information  
• Student Aid Report is available for reference 
• Use IRS DRT! 

 



Resources to Support Families 
 

 Share our resources with families: 
• FAME Education Toolkit: 

oPostcards 
oPosters 

• FAMEmaine.com 
oFiling the FAFSA section 
oWebinars 
oNew - Get Ready to File Checklist 

 
 

http://www.famemaine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/FAFSA-Checklist-2017-18-FAFSA.pdf


Resources to Support Families 
 



Resources to Support Families 

 Share opportunities to learn more about the 
financial aid process 
• FA Nights presentation at local high schools  
• On-line FA Night presentation 

o Wednesday, Sept. 14 at 6:30 PM  
o Thursday, Sept. 15 at 6:30 PM 
o Wednesday, Sept. 21 at 12:00 PM 
o Saturday, October 1 at 10:00 AM 

 Go to FAME’s Events for a list of presentations and 
to register for the on-line events 

 
 
 

http://www.famemaine.com/events/


Resources to Support Families 

 Notify families of FAME’s In-Person FAFSA Help  
• Twenty-three sessions held statewide 

beginning on October 13 
• A full list of events can be found here 
• Pre-registration is not required but is 

recommended 
 
 

http://www.famemaine.com/education/topics/filing-the-fafsa/in-person-help-sessions/


Resources to Support Families 

 Up Next  - Text “College” to 44044 
• Part of the First Lady’s Reach Higher campaign 
• Receive texts about applying to and paying for 

school 
• Students will get reminders about filling out the 

FAFSA and tips on the college admissions process 
–from choosing a school to signing up for exams 

• Learn more and print signs to share at 
BetterMakeRoom.org/up-next 

 

https://bettermakeroom.org/up-next


Supporting Your Efforts 

 
 

 FAME 
• famemaine.com 

oEarly FAFSA  
oFiling the FAFSA 
oResources for Education Professionals 

• Social Media 
oFacebook.com/FAME Education 
oTwitter.com/FAME Education 

 

http://www.famemaine.com/education/audiences/k-12-higher-ed-professional/early-fafsa-coming-october-1-2016/
http://www.famemaine.com/education/topics/filing-the-fafsa/resources-for-education-professionals/
http://www.famemaine.com/education/topics/filing-the-fafsa/resources-for-education-professionals/


Supporting Your Efforts 

 
 
 Federal Student Aid 

• FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov 
• Social Media 

oTwitter.com/FAFSA 
oFacebook.com/FederalStudentAid 
oYouTube.com/FederalStudentAid 

 

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/


Supporting Your Efforts 
 New this year-FAME’s FAFSA 

Completion Checklist 
• Ideas for FAFSA completion 
• Complete 8 of 13 items - 

we’ll send you a Dunkin’ 
Donuts gift card and enter 
you to win an iPad 

• All counselors at a school 
are eligible 

• Each counselor can “count” 
an activity at your school 
like, hosting an FA Night 

 
 
 



Supporting Your Efforts 

 FAFSA’s FAFSA Completion Portal 
• Get student specific FAFSA completion 

information  
• Enhancements  

oVerification selection flag 
oExpanded completion statuses – Y, N, and I 

• Developing process so Career and Technical 
High Schools can participate 

 
 



Supporting Your Efforts 

 FAFSA’s FAFSA Completion Portal 
• If your school hasn’t signed up but is 

interested in participating, email 
mtappan@famemaine.com 

• We will email another invitation to schools 
that are not currently participating in 
October  

 
 
 

mailto:mtappan@famemaine.com


Things to Keep In Mind 

 Response to families who have had significant 
income changes since 2015? 
• 2015 income information must be used on the 

2017-2018 FAFSA, even if changes have 
occurred 

• If income is significantly different, contact the 
Financial Aid Office to discuss further 

 
 



Things to Keep In Mind 

 Manage expectations related to timing of 
award notifications 
• Many schools won’t begin sending award 

notifications until February 
• Students need to be offered admission before 

an award will be sent 
• Timeframes will vary by school 
• Early aid offers will likely be estimates 

 
 



Things to Keep In Mind 

 These changes are very positive! 
• Even if awards aren’t sent until February, 

students will have more time to compare 
award packages 

• We’ll soon release our revised What Happens 
Next with additional information to help 
families compare awards 

 



Upcoming Training 

 October’s Wednesday Webinar 

What You Need to Know to File the  

2017-2018 FAFSA 
Wednesday, October 12 at 10:00 AM 

 Focus on the IRS Data Retrieval process 
 Invitation and registration information will be 

sent on September 28 
 
 
 



Finance Authority of Maine 
5 Community Drive 
P.O. Box 949 
Augusta, ME  04332 
1-800-228-3734 
TTY: 207-626-2717 
 
education@FAMEmaine.com 
 
FAMEmaine.com 

Questions? 

mailto:education@FAMEmaine.com
http://www.famemaine.com/
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